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CHANCES  AHEAD  FOR  SHEFFIELD  CENTER 

The  center  of  Sheffield  will  soon  see  ^         \. 

changes,  thanks  to  three  separate  projects 
currently  underway. 

Relandscaping  the  town  parking  lot. 
Last  fall,  Fuller  Barn  a  decrepit  building 
next  to  Town  Hall  and  behind  Gulotta's 
Service  Station  that  had  once  been  the 
town  school,  was  taken  down.  With  the 
structure  gone  and  brush  cleared  away, 
buildings  at  the  rear  of  the  Historical 
Society's  property  are  now  visible  from  the 
front  of  Town  Hall.  In  addition  to  expand- 
ing parking,  the  town  has  an  opportunity 
to  enhance  the  settings  for  its  municipal 
buildings,  connect  with  the  landscaped 
grounds  of  the  Historical  Society  and 
the  Old  Stone  Store  and  create  more  of  a 
sense  of  "center"  for  Sheffield  center. 

At  the  request  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  an  ad  hoc  committee  has 
been  created  to  explore  the  possibili- 
ties. Members  of  the  committee  include 
Town  Administrator  Bob  Weitz,  Board 
of  Selectmen  members  Jim  Collingwood 
and  Julie  Hannum,  Ronnie  Bassett,  the 


The  long-delayed  plan  to  remake  the  park- 
ing sites  and  "green"  in  the  center  of  town 
should  get  going  this  year.  But,  bcause  of  the 
state's  six-year  delay,  burying  the  powerlines 
is  now  too  expensive. 

town  Highway  Superintendent  and 
Tammy  Blackwell,  the  town's  principal 
assessor;  Tony  Gulotta,  of  the  service  sta- 
tion; Catherine  Miller,  of  the  Historical 
Society;  and  Tom  Ingersoll  of  Webster 
Ingersoll  Fine  Landscaping.  The  com- 
mittee held  two  meetings  in  February 
and  promises  more  on  its  plans  within 
the  next  couple  of  months.  The  project 
will  be  funded  in  part  by  contributions 
and  sales  of  bricks  and  benches  at  various 


TOWN  MEETING  DATE  ANNOUNCED 


The  Annual  Town  Meeting  will  be  held 
on  Mon.,  May  7,  at  Mt.  Everett  Regional 
High  School  at  7pm,  Felecie  Joyce,  Shef- 
field's Town  Clerk  announced.  The  Town 
election  will  be  the  following  Monday, 
May  14  from  9am  to  7pm  at  Town  Hall. 
Offices  to  be  voted  on  will  include  one 
position  on  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  one 
Library  Trustee,  and  two  members  of  the 
Planning  Board  and  the  town  moderator. 

Nomination  papers  for  town  offices 
are  available  at  the  Town  Clerk's  office. 
Anyone  who  is  a  resident  and  registered 
voter  of  Sheffield  can  run  for  office  by  filing 


and  collecting  at  least  21  signatures.  The 
deadline  for  filing  is  at  the  end  of  March; 
see  the  Town  Clerk  for  more  details. 

Those  wishing  to  register  to  vote  or 
change  party  enrollment  can  do  so  at  the 
Town  Clerk's  office  during  regular  busi- 
ness hours.  The  deadline  for  voter  registra- 
tion is  April  17.  The  office  will  be  open 
until  8pm  that  evening  to  accommodate 
last-minute  registrations.  Felecie  points 
out  that  if  you  have  moved  to  Sheffield 
(even  from  another  Massachusetts  town), 
you  need  to  fill  out  a  new  registration 
card — your  registration  doesn't  follow  you. 


prices.  For  details  contact  Tony 
I  at  229-2304. 

Expanding  the  fire  sta- 
tion. At  the  same  time  the  old 
school  building  was  removed, 
the  "railroad  barn,"  a  ramshackle 
structure  by  the  railroad  tracks, 
was  also  taken  down.  The  barn 
had  been  used  to  store  equip- 
ment for  Sheffield's  firefighters. 
A  replacement  structure  is  now 
almost  complete,  a  first  step  in  the  expan- 
sion of  the  Hose  Company's  building,  next 
to  Town  Hall  and  behind  the  building  that 
houses  the  Village  on  the  Green  restaurant 
and  Gretta's  Market  &  Deli. 

The  expansion,  approved  at  a  2005 
meeting  of  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals, 
will  allow  the  next  fire  truck,  a  larger 
tanker  that  can  carry  more  water,  to  fit  into 
the  building.  The  renovated  building  will 
make  the  trucks  easier  to  access  and  will 
have  an  office  and  big  meeting  room  up- 
stairs. Fund-raising  efforts  are  underway. 

Continued  on  page  3 


The  annual  Town  Meeting  is  a  cen- 
turies-old New  England  tradition.  All  are 
welcome,  but  only  residents  of  Sheffield 
can  vote  on  issues  brought  to  the  meeting. 
The  Town  Meeting  is  run  by  the  Town 
Moderator.  Typically,  only  a  small  fraction 
of  Sheffield's  registered  voters — less  than 
15  percent — attend  town  meetings  or  vote 
in  town  elections.  With  additional  advance 
notice,  it's  hoped  that  more  people  will 
participate. 

For  further  information,  contact  the 
Town  Clerk's  office,  at  229-8752. 
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HOW  TO  SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES 
YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER 

Submit  articles,  news  items,  photos  or  illustrations.  Have  an  idea  for  a 
story?  Taken  a  great  picture  of  an  interesting  Sheffield  scene?  Have  a  new  business 
venture?  Let  us  know!  Send  suggestions  and  submissions  to  the  P.O.  box  or  e-mail 
address  below.  News  briefs  can  be  one  or  two  sentences,  short  articles  between 
1 50  and  450  words.  For  feature  stories,  please  run  suggestions  by  the  editors  first. 

Tell  us  about  your  events.  Calendar  items  should  be  directed  to  the  attention 
of  the  Calendar  Editor  and  include  a  contact  name  and  number  in  case  there  are 
questions. 

Advertise. We  accept  ads  for  services  and  products  connected  with  Sheffield. 
Eighth-pages  to  half-pages  available.Ad  policy  is  in  box  below.  Contact Tara  White 
at  229-7754  or  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com  for  rates  or  more  information. 

Support  our  advertisers.  Most  of  our  advertisers  are  local. Tell  them  you  read 
about  them  here. 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  at  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield.  It's  only 
partly  supported  by  advertising. When  you  make  a  donation,  you  help  make  future 
issues  possible  and  you  get  the  Sheffield  Times  in  the  mail.  See  the  form  page  23. 
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PRESERVING  SHEFFIELD'S  PAST  TODAY 
FOR  ITS  FUTURE  TOMORROW 

JOIN  AND  BE  PART  OF  THE  EXCITEMENT 

The  1774  Dan  Raymond  House  hours: 
Thursday-Saturday,  11  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  open  Monday  and 

Friday  afternoons,  l:30-4pm, 

and  by  appointment 

Email:  mdrc@shemeldhistory.org 

Old  Stone  Store  hours  are  Sunday,  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

and  Sunday,  11a.m.  to  3p.m. 

(Closed  March) 


159  Main  Street,  P.O.  Box  747,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 
Phone:  413-229-2694,  Email:  shs@sheffieldhistory.org 
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Bizalions  Fine  Food 


Charcuterie 

♦ 

Pasta 

Panini 

♦ 

Cheese 

Coffee 

♦ 

Breads 

Espresso 

♦ 

Olive  Oil 

Tea 

♦ 

Pates  de  Champagne 

Chocolate 

♦ 

Herbs 

684  South  Main  Street 

Great  Barrington,  MA  01230 

800-BIZ-8303 

413-644-9988 

413-644-9128  Fax 
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The  Sheffield.  Hose  Company  No. 
1,  in  continuous  existence  since  1896, 
is  a  private  organization  that  owns  and 
maintains  the  fire  station  but  receives  no 
tax  money.  It  raises  money  through  such 
events  as  golf  outings  and  the  annual 
pancake  breakfast.  The  Sheffield  Fire 
Dept.  is  part  of  the  town  government,  with 
its  volunteers  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen.  Currently  there  are  about  30 
members  of  the  company. 

Finishing  the  "Village  Green"  road 
project.  Plans  for  renovating  the  "green" 
and  parking  area  in  the  center  of  town  go 
back  to  1997,  when  the  Town  received 
grant  money  to  design  the  project.  Phase 
1,  which  redid  the  sidewalks  and  curbs 
near  the  buildings  and  stores  along  the 
parking  area,  was  completed  six  years  ago. 
Money  for  Phase  2,  which  comes  from  the 
federal  government  via  the  Mass  Highway 
Dept.,  has  finally  been  released,  and  the 
project  should  be  going  to  bid  shortly. 

Phase  2  of  the  enhancement  project 
called  for  burying  utilities  lines,  increas- 
ing parking  by  narrowing  sections  of  the 
green,  repaving  and  additional  period 
lighting.  Since  the  project  was  delayed 


so  long,  construction  costs  have  gone 
up.  Mass  Highway  is  not  increasing  its 
funding,  however,  and  there  are  no  longer 
enough  funds  to  bury  the  lines.  Mass 
Highway  is  now  exploring  moving  the  util- 


ity poles  to  the  other  side  of  Route  7  and 
other  ways  to  get  the  overhead  wires  off 
the  green.  People  with  ideas  on  how  to  do 
this  or  sources  of  funding  can  contact  the 
Town  Administrator.        — Andrea  Scott 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY'S  DIRECTOR  RESIGNS 


The  Sheffield  Historical  Society's  director, 
Dr.  Joanne  Hurlbut,  resigned  in  January 
after  almost  eight  years  of  guiding  the 
Society.  As  a  museum  professional,  Joanne 
brought  expertise  to  the  Society's  collec- 
tions, grant  writing,  exhibits  and  educa- 
tional programs.  She  resigned  to  take  a 
full-time  job  with  public  access  television 
in  North  Adams,  where  she  lives. 

On  Feb.  16,  the  Society  held  a  party  at 
the  Stone  Store  in  Joanne's  honor.  About 
50  members  of  the  Society  and  friends  of 
Joanne  attended.  At  that  event,  several  past 
presidents  spoke: 

Kathy  Ness  said,  "With Joanne's 
arrival  the  Society  was  launched  into  a 
new  level  of  functioning — grants,  setting 
up  educational  programs,  collections  and 
coordination  with  other  organizations, 
special  programs  and  events." 

"The  quality  I  admire  most  about 
Joanne  is  integrity."  said  Dorothy  Marosy. 


"She  insisted  we  adhere  to  the  guidelines 
for  protecting,  preserving  and  storing  the 
collection  that  was  entrusted  to  us.  She 
had  no  qualms  about  saying  no  to  any  sug- 
gestions that  might  jeopardize  the  environ- 
ment of  the  Dan  Raymond  House  and  its 
contents."  Then  she  presented  Joanne  with 
a  thank  you  gift. 

Wray  Gunn,  in  an  earlier  interview, 
recalled  the  joy  and  excitement  that  Joanne 
exhibited  when  she  received  her  degree 
early  last  year. 

Catherine  Miller  presented  the  cake 
with  remarks  about  how  Joanne  loved 
chocolate  and  all  things  green. 

During  her  tenure  at  the  Historical 
Society,  Joanne  oversaw  the  study  of  the 
buildings,  the  collection  and  the  programs. 
She  gave  the  Society  credibility  and  stabil- 
ity and  excellent  press  coverage,  earning  for 
the  Society  a  reputation  of  excellence  that 
will  be  continued.  — Marcia  Brolli 
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490  MAIN  STREET 
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BUS:  (413)  528-2040 

FAX:  (413)  528-6516 

RES:  (413)  229-8829 

isgood@vgernel.net 


ANN  MORELLI  SMITH 
SALES  ASSOCIATE 


Berkshire  Estates  Realty 

Rita  A.  Stevens,  CBR 

Broker/Owner 
Roger  Belanger,  Broker  Associate 

We  are  a  full  service  agency. 

Let  us  represent  you  in  your  next 

sale,  purchase,  or  rental! 

Experience  the  Difference!! 
Phone  413-528-5262  Fax  413-528-6272 

www.berkshireestatesrealty.com 


ALFORD  FARM  REALTY,  INC. 
248  East  Road,  Alford,  MA  01266 

Joel  Weiss 

Sales  Associate 


4 13-528-4201 -Fax  413-528-5629 

Residence  4 13-229-8061 -Fax  413-229-8078 

Email  pw213@worldnet.att.net 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR- 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 


Community  News 
SHEFFIELD'S  POSTAL  CLERKS 

In  the  summer  of  2005,  Heather  Wells  and  Kelly  Hall  joined 
Ellen  Dripps,  postmaster,  and  Betsy  Ross  and  Karen  Robarge, 
sales  and  services  associates,  as  new  clerks  in  the  Sheffield  Post 
Office.  (See  the  March/ April  2005  issue  of  the  Sheffield  Times 
for  interviews  with  Ellen,  Betsy  and  Karen.)  As  friends  and  co- 
workers at  the  Great  Barrington  Post  Office,  they  were  delighted 
when  they  learned  they  had  both  passed  the  post  office  examina- 
tion for  the  position  of  clerk  and  they  had  both  been  assigned  to 
Sheffield. 

Born  in  Great  Barrington,  Heather  Wells  graduated  from 
Monument  Mountain  High  School  and  then  worked  for  a  time 
in  sales  and  service  at  Kmart.  At  her  father  s  urging,  she  took  and 
passed  a  post  office  exam  and  worked  for  over  six  years  as  a  rural 
carrier  associate  in  Great  Barrington,  filling  in  for  the  regular 
carriers  on  the  two  routes  that  included  Egremont,  Mt.  Washing- 
ton, Alford  and  Great  Barrington.  Although  she  initially  missed 
her  Great  Barrington  customers,  she  says, "I  now  know  everyone 


lere! 


Heather  usually  works  in  the  Sheffield  post  office  from  8am 
to  2pm  six  days  a  week.  She  lives  in  Mill  River  with  her  hus- 
band, Mike,  a  carpenter,  and  her  three  children,  Dakota  (aged 
12),  Christian(8)  andjackilyn  (5).  Her  children  attend  Under- 
mountain  Elementary  School,  and  they  generally  drive  with 
their  mother  to  Sheffield,  meeting  the  school  bus  at  the  village 
green.  Heather  appreciates  being  close  to  the  school  and  hav- 
ing enough  scheduling  flexibility  so  that  she  can  meet  the  needs 
of  her  children.  The  family  enjoys  baseball  and  skiing  and  they 
have  a  timeshare  in  Florida,  which  they  try  to  use  for  a  week  each 
winter. 

Kelly  Hall  was  born  in  Pittsfield,  attended  schools  in  Lee, 
and  also  graduated  from  Monument  Mountain  High  School.  In 
2000,  soon  after  graduation,  she  was  recommended  by  Heather 
for  work  at  the  Great  Barrington  Post  Office,  where  she  worked 
as  a  Casual,  giving  extra  help  where  needed,  including  bringing 
mail  to  locations  where  it  would  be  collected  and  distributed  by 
the  mail  deliverers  on  the  regular  routes.  After  passing  the  post 
office  exam  for  clerk,  she  started  in  Sheffield  in  August  2005. 
She  found  working  as  a  clerk  "a  bit  intimidating  at  first,"  but  she  is 


Financial 
Freedom 

THE  REVERSE  MORTGAGE  SPECIALIST  ® 
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Jessica  Krupski 

Reverse  Mortgage  Specialist 

Sheffield,  MA 

JKrupski@financialfreedom.com 

413-229-9908  Direct 

800-860-6983  Toll  Free 

413-229-2210  Fax 


10713  Birmingham  Way 

Woodstock,  Maryland  2 1 1 63 

www.financialfreedom.com 


New  postal  clerks  in  Sheffield's  office:  Heather  Wells  of  Mill 
River  (left),  and  Kelly  Hall  of  Otis  (right). 

now  familiar  with  the  customers  and  the  routines  and  likes  that 
there  is  scheduling  flexibility  during  times  of  need. 

Kelly  is  usually  at  the  post  office  from  2  to  5pm  six  days  a 
week.  She  lives  in  Otis  with  her  husband,  Ray,  a  carpenter  who 
works  with  Heathers  husband,  and  her  two  daughters,  Myken- 
zie  (aged  5)  and  Hanna  (3).  Her  daughters  attend  preschool  in 
Otis  in  the  mornings,  and  Kelly  drops  them  at  a  day- care  center 
in  Ashley  Falls  on  her  way  to  her  afternoon  work.  The  family  is 
interested  in  NASCAR  racing,  which  they  watch  regularly  on 
TV  on  Sundays.  In  February  2006  they  all  attended  the  Daytona 
Beach,  Florida,  race.  They  try  to  be  outside  as  much  as  possible. 

When  asked,  both  Heather  and  Kelly  said  that  they  plan  to 
stay  in  post  office  work  and  they  like  working  with  Ellen,  Betsy, 
Karen  and  the  Sheffield  community.  — Ellen  Rowntree 


Sheffield  Pottery   -since  1946- 

IThe  Berkshire's  Best  Selection  of  Handcrafted  American  Pottery 
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SOUTHERN  BERKSHIRE  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  NEWS 


Students  present  "Oklahoma!"  In  March 

Mount  Everett  will  present  Rodgers  and  Hammerstein's 
Oklahoma!  on  Fri.  and  Sat.,  March  16  and  17,  at  7:30pm, 
and  on  Sun.,  March  18  at  2pm  in  the  Consolati  Performing 
Arts  Center  located  at  the  school.  The  musical  includes  many 
popular  songs:  "Oh  What  A  Beautiful  Mornin,"" People  Will 
Say  We're  In  Love,"  "The  Surrey  With  The  Fringe  On  Top," 
and  "Kansas  City."  With  a  cast  and  crew  of  over  50  students 
from  the  middle  and  high  schools  and  some  actors  from 
Undermountain  Elementary  School,  the  show  is  directed  by 
Travis  Daly,  with  music  direction  from  Nancy  Loder.  Cho- 
reography is  by  Kristina  Waterman,  orchestra  directed  by 
Eric  Blackburn  and  the  set  design  and  lighting  are  by  Charles 
Coughlin.  Hilda  Banks  Shapiro  is  the  rehearsal/performance 
pianist.  The  show  is  produced  by  Robert  Law. 

Tickets  are  $10  ($8  for  seniors  and  students)  and  are 
available  by  calling  the  box  office  at  229-8252.  Special  group 
rates  apply  to  groups  of  10  or  more.  Call  the  box  office  for 
more  information  or  e-mail  blaw@tek2000.net. 
"Oklahoma!"  is  sponsored  in  part  by  Herrington's  Inc.,  the 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School  District's  Friends  of  the 
Arts  Organization  and  the  "Oklahoma!"  Task  Force. 

Pilot  exchange  program  focused  on  democracy 

SBRSD  and  the  Afro-Egyptian  Human  Rights  Organization 
participated  in  a  pilot  one-way  exchange  program  funded  by 
the  State  Department  via  its  Middle  East  Peace  Initiative.  For 
"KiDmocracy  2007,"  Mount  Everett  hosted  a  delegation  of 
16  middle  school  students  and  five  teachers  from  10  middle 
schools  in  Cairo  in  late  January  and  early  February.  The 
Egyptian  students  were  chosen  through  an  essay-writing  com- 
petition. The  visiting  students  stayed  with  families  of  eighth- 
grade  students  and  the  teachers  with  fellow  middle  school 
teachers  for  the  week  the  delegation  was  in  the  Berkshires. 

As  part  of  the  program,  the  students  also  visited  key  sites 
in  the  development  of  American  democracy  in  Washington, 
DC,  where  they  met  the  Egyptian  ambassador  and  John 
Kerry,  among  others;  Philadelphia,  where  they  saw  the  Lib- 
erty Bell  and  Constitution  Hall;  New  York,  where  they  toured 
the  United  Nations;  and  Boston,  where  they  toured  the  State 
House,  met  State  Representative  Smitty  Pignatelli  and  went 
shopping.  For  a  link  to  the  student's  online  diaries,  see  the 
school  district's  website  (www.sbrsd.org). 

Activities  at  Mount  Everett  were  coordinated  by  Mike 
Farmer  and  John  Hammill,  middle  school  social  studies  teach- 
ers. Many  others  in  the  school  district  and  the  community 
helped  make  the  program  happen. 

It's  hoped  that  the  SBRSD  experience  will  serve  as  a 
blueprint  for  rolling  out  KiDmocracy  initiatives  in  more  US 
schools  with  visiting  students  from  many  countries. 

Cum  laude  program  at  the  high  school 

Many  seniors  at  Mount  Everett  High  School  do  wonder- 
ful things,  but  those  who  have  attained  cum  laude  status  at 
Mount  Everett  are  probably  the  busiest  and  most  committed 
students  in  the  school.  They  aim  to  become  athletes,  actors, 
artists,  musicians,  chefs,  doctors,  technologists,  engineers, 
professors — the  list  goes  on.  On  average,  Mount  Everett  has 


six  or  seven  such  students  each  year. 

To  reach  the  cum  laude  level,  seniors  must  meet  all  of 
the  requirements  of  the  National  Honor  Society:  impeccable 
character,  a  generous  record  of  service,  and  an  academic 
average  of  92,  higher  than  the  88  average  required  to  be 
an  Honor  Society  member.  Students  must  also  take  some 
honors  or  advanced  placement  classes.  (A  cum  laude  student 
does  not  necessarily  have  to  be  a  member  of  the  Honor  Soci- 
ety, however.) 

Cum  laude  seniors  are  in  demand  because  they  are  re- 
sponsible and  reliable,  and  they  are  remarkable  in  their  ability 
to  structure  their  days  so  that  there  is  a  place  for  everything. 
They  can  be  found  participating  in  walkathons,  car  washes, 
tutoring,  Big  Brother  programs  and  church  activities.  They 
may  be  working  on  lighting  at  school  performances,  fixing 
school  computers,  serving  as  officers  for  their  class  or  chosen 
organizations,  volunteering  in  charitable  phonathons  or  rak- 
ing your  yard  to  raise  money  for  their  class  budgets.  Most  be- 
long to  SADD  (Students  Against  Drunk  Driving).  Many  can 
be  found  on  athletic  teams.  Many  have  jobs  outside  of  school. 
During  their  senior  year,  when  the  cum  laude  status  goes  into 
effect,  these  students  are  also  applying  to  and  interviewing  at 
colleges.  (Most  go  on  to  prestigious  schools.) 

For  the  past  few  years,  Mount  Everett  has  been  recognizing 
cum  laude  students  with  a  separate  diploma  in  addition  to  the 
regular  one.  This  does  not  seem  to  be  enough  recognition  for 
all  they  give  to  the  school  and  community,  so  I  am  proposing 
that  each  cum  laude  student  receive  at  graduation  a  small  cash 
bonus  (around  $100)  to  use  as  they  see  fit.  In  addition  to  reward- 
ing current  cum  laude  students,  the  bonus  will  act  as  an  added 
incentive  for  other  students  to  work  to  the  best  of  their  abilities. 

To  implement  this  program,  the  school  needs  community 
support.  Contributions  may  be  tax  deductible  (check  with 
your  tax  advisor).  They'll  go  into  a  special  fund  set  up  by  the 
SBRSD  business  office.  Checks  can  be  made  out  to  Mount 
Everett  Cum  Laude  Fund  and  mailed  to  the  school  at  P.O. 
Box  339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257,  attention  Martha  Thomson, 
National  Honor  Society  advisor. 

I  have  been  working  with  cum  laude  students  for  four 
years,  and  I  strongly  believe  that  they  deserve  this  extra  recog- 
nition and  recompense. 

— Janice  L.  Storti,  Cum  Laude  Advisor 
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Licensed  Massage  Therapist 
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Community  News 


'LUTHCOPALIANS'  HAVE  ARRIVED  IN  SHEFFIELD 


Yes,  the  rumors  are  true.  Since  Feb.  18,  Luthcopalians  have  been 
worshipping  on  a  regular  basis  at  Christ  Church  in  Sheffield. 
"Luthcopalian"  is  a  friendly,  humorous  name  for  Lutherans  and 
Episcopalians  practicing  "conjoint  worship,"  that  is,  worship  attended 
by  people  of  two  or  more  denominations. 

Conjoint  Episcopal  and  Lutheran  worship  and  conjoined 
congregations  are  allowed  as  the  result  of  nearly  40  years  of  Lu- 
theran-Episcopal dialogue,  resulting  in  an  agreement  between  the 
two  denominations  defining  a  relationship  in  which  mission  and 
ministry  are  shared  according  to  mutual  needs  and  opportunities. 

Over  the  past  decade,  this  has  resulted  in  a  great  deal  of  pulpit 
interchange,  where  an  Episcopalian  priest  leads  a  Lutheran  con- 
gregation or  a  Lutheran  pastor  leads  an  Episcopalian  congregation. 
For  example,  the  new  priest  at  St.  Helenas  in  Lenox  is  a  Lutheran 
minister,  leading  an  Episcopalian  parish  using  Episcopalian  services 
and  rites. 

Pulpit  interchange  sometimes  evolves  to  "conjoined  churches," 
where  Lutheran  and  Episcopalian  churches  join  to  become  one.  In 
cases  of  conjoined  churches,  services  and  rites  become  a  combina- 
tion of  both  Episcopalian  and  Lutheran  liturgies. 

Trinity  Lutheran  Church  is  one  of  two  Evangelical  Lutheran 
churches  in  Berkshire  County,  with  members  from  the  tri-state 
area.  Trinity  Lutheran  started  out  as  a  "mission"  church  almost  20 
years  ago  and  grew  to  a  congregation  with  over  50  members  and 
a  full  time  pastor,  holding  Sunday  services  at  the  Claire  Teague 
Senior  Center  in  Great  Barrington.  When  Trinity's  pastor  accepted 
a  call  to  a  Lutheran  church  in  Ohio,  the  congregation  felt  it  was 
time  find  a  permanent  home  and  approached  Christ  Church  to 
discuss  taking  advantage  of  the  maturing  relationship  between  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  and  Episcopal  denominations  and  investigate 
forming  a  conjoined  congregation  at  Christ  Church  Episcopal  in 
Sheffield.  After  a  few  months  of  discussion,  both  congregations 
arrived  at  the  same  conclusion:  this  new  idea  was  something  both 
felt  called  to  do. 

Christ  Church  will  continue  in  the  Episcopalian  Diocese  of 
Western  Massachusetts  with  a  congregation  of  Episcopalians,  Lu- 
therans and  others.  (In  other  places  where  these  conjoined  churches 
are  being  formed,  the  "home"  church  is  Evangelical  Lutheran,  and 


105  Main  Street,  Sheffield,  MA  (413)  229-5941 

IT'S  A  STORE,  IT'S  A  GALLERY,  IT'S  A  WAY  TO 
SUPPORT  LOCAL  ART,  MUSIC,  CRAFTS  ALL  UN- 
DER ONE  ROOF. 

COME  SEE  WHAT  YOUR  NEIGHBORS  ARE  UP  TO! 

Hours:  Friday  12-5:30,  Saturday  10-4 
Sunday  12-4,  Monday  10-4 


Episcopalians  joining  them  remain  as  Episcopalians.)  Over  time, 
some  of  the  Lutherans  may  choose  to  become  Episcopalians,  some 
Episcopalians  may  choose  to  become  Lutherans  and  some  who  are 
not  either  now  may  pick  one  or  the  other  or  neither.  Members  of 
conjoined  congregations  don't  think  God  cares. 

This  next  step  in  ecumenicalism  is  a  lot  easier  for  Lutherans 
and  Episcopalians  than  for  other  denominations.  Both  trace  their 
roots  back  to  the  Reformation.  Historically,  Episcopalians  were 
originally  part  of  the  Church  of  England.  They  broke  away  after  the 
Revolutionary  War  since  the  "head"  of  the  Church  of  England  was 
the  King  of  England.  Anglicans,  a  name  for  the  combined  national 
churches  that  evolved  from  the  Church  of  England,  studied  the 
works  of  Martin  Luther  and  incorporated  much  of  the  work  of  the 
Lutheran  Reformation  in  the  Anglican  Reformation.  Their  litur- 
gies— the  form  of  the  religious  services — are  very  similar. 

Services  at  Christ  Church  will  probably  change  over  time  as  the 
two  liturgies  are  blended  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  conjoined  congre- 
gations. Other  congregations  have  found  this  to  be  a  key  to  success 
in  conjoining. 

Both  southern  Berkshire  congregations  are  enthusiastic  over 
the  merger  and  are  heading  down  this  new  path  with  great  confi- 
dence. While  they  don't  know  exactly  what  the  destination  is,  they 
know  they  have  great  partners  on  the  journey!       — Dennis  Sears 
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SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Properties 


Representing  Buyers  and  Sellers  in  the  Tri- 
State  area  for  over  30  years.  If  you  are  plan- 
ning to  buy  or  sell,  please  contact  us.  Our  of- 
fice is  open  7  days  a  week.  We  are  members 
of  the  Berkshire  Board  of  Realtors  and  their 
Multiple  Listing  Service  as  well  as  the  Litch- 
field County  Board  and  their  MLS.  Visit  our 
website  at  www.sandraprestonrealestate.com, 
e-mail:  pressa@verizon.net,  or  just  call  us  at 
413-229-2077. 

575  Sheffield  Plain,  (Route  7) 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 


CHURCH  NEWS 

Food  Program 

The  cold  weather  of  the  winter  months 
mean  many  households  have  to  choose  pay- 
ing for  heat  over  buying  food,  so  volunteers 
at  the  food  program  try  to  be  extra  generous 
to  people  seeking  help  from  our  shelves.  As 
a  result,  those  shelves  are  depleted  by  Feb- 
ruary. Big  Y,  Guido's  and  Great  Barrington 
Bagel  donate  generously  every  week,  and 
the  Kiwanis  has  set  up  a  challenge  with 
Mount  Everett  High  School  in  March  that 
should  help  immensely  (see  Kiwanis  News, 
page  16).  Please  join  them  in  helping  those 
less  fortunate.  The  Food  Programs  wish  list 
for  March  includes  soups,  cereal,  hot  drinks, 
pasta  sauce,  peanut  butter  and  jam. 

You  can  donate  food  by  sending  it  to 
school  with  your  kids,  dropping  it  off  in 
the  barrel  at  Berkshire  Bank  or  giving  at 
your  church. 

Old  Parish 

Old  West  comes  to  Old  Parish*  Old 

Parish  Church  on  Main  Street  in  Sheffield 
will  host  a  Western-themed  evening  on 
Sat.,  March  10,  that  will  include  a  chuck 
wagon  dinner  followed  by  a  concert  of 
cowboy  music  by  Quintessential,  a  men's 
a  cappella  singing  group  from  South 
County.  Quintessential,  which  includes 
veteran  performers  Al  Thorp,  Jay  Wise, 
Jim  McMenamy,  John  Miner  and  David 
Andregg,  has  performed  widely  through- 
out Berkshire  County.  In  2004,  they  sang 
the  national  anthem  for  the  Red  Sox  at 
Fenway  Park.  The  dinner  will  be  at  6pm, 
the  concert  at  7:30.  Prizes  will  be  awarded 
for  the  best  cowboy  and  cowgirl  costumes, 
so  come  dressed  for  the  evening! 

Tickets  for  the  dinner  and  concert  are 
$15  for  adults,  $12  for  children.  Tickets 
are  also  available  for  only  the  concert  at 
$10  for  adults,  $8  for  children.  For  more 
information  and  to  make  dinner  reserva- 
tions, call  229-8173. 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 


ASHLEY  FALLS 


The  Sheffield  Times  accepts 
advertisements... 

•  From  Sheffield  businesses  and 
residents 

•  From  businesses  and  services  outside 
of  Sheffield  that  benefit  Sheffield 
residents 

•  No  editorial  or  political  advertisements 

Contact  Tara  White  at  229-7754  or 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com  for  rates 

and  more  information. 


Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non-denominational) 

355  Clayton  Road  (413)  229-8560;  parsonage  (860)  824-7442. 

Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages  3-adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery  care 

provided;  Rev.  Edward  M.  Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist) 

1156  Ashley  Falls  Road  (413)  229-2712.  Sunday:  9am  Service.  Pastor  Betty  LeGeyt 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 

Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstructionist) 

North  Street  (413)5284197 

Friday,  8pm  &  Saturday,  10am.  Services  are  not  held  every  week.  Schedules  are  updated 

weekly  on  the  answering  machine,  including  special  services. 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire 

270  State  Road  (413)  528-6378 

Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service;  Saturday:  10am  Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study. 

Rabbi  Deborah  Zecher,  Assistant  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein 

Trinity  Lutheran 

198  Main  Street 

(413)528-1330.  Sunday:  9am  Sunday  Worship.  Rev.  Steve  Edmiston 

Unitarian  Universaiist  Meeting  of  South  Berkshire 

Meet  at  the  United  Methodist  Church,  198  Main  Street  (413)  5284850; 
home  (413)  528-3106.  Sunday:  5pm.  Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 

SHEFFIELD 

Christ  Church  (Episcopal) 

180  Main  Street  (413)229-8811 

Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  &  childcare;  Thursday:  10am  Holy 

Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev.  Anne  Ryder. 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses 

Route  7  &  Kellogg  Road  (413)  229-8649.  The  public  is  welcome. 

Faith  Baptist 

640  North  Main  Street  (413)  229-0400  Sunday:  9:45am  Sunday  School;  10:45am 
Worship  Service;  6pm  Bible  Study;  Wednesday:  7pm  Mid-week  Service;  Pastor  L.V.  Morris. 

Old  Parish  (Congregational) 

125  Main  Street  (413)  229-8173  Sunday:  10am  Worship.  Interim  Pastor:  Frances  Ruthven; 
Sunday  School,  10am 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic) 

Maple  Avenue  (413)  229-3028;  Saturday:  4:00pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield  7:30am,  9am 
Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass.  Rev.  John  S.  Lis 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational) 

1970  N.  Main  Street,  (413)  528-2911.  www.sheffieldchapel.org.  10:45am  Sunday  Morning 
Worship.  9:30am  Sunday  School  for  all  ages.  Wednesdays:  Group  Prayer  Time  7pm.  Pastor: 
Keith  Becker 


CARLSON  PROPANE 

Division  Of  Carlson  Heating  &  Air  Conditioning 

HEATING  SOUTHERN  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  FOR  OVER  20  YEARS 

RESIDENTIAL  &  COMMERCIAL  f£) 

SALES        SERVICE        INSTALLATION 

AUTOMATIC  DELIVERY 

HEAT  •  HOT  WATER  •  GENERATOR 

COOKING  •  POOL  HEATER 

(413)  229-3328  Or  (800)  542-2422 


24  HOUR 

EMERGENCY 

SERVICE 


ATM 


79  Pike  Rd  Sheffield 


Library  News 


LIBRARY  INCREASES  ITS  INVENTORY  A  THOUSAND  FOLD! 


The  Bushnell-Sage  Library  has  always 
punched  well  above  its  weight  in  terms  of 
the  quality,  size  and  diversity  of  its  offer- 
ings of  books  and  other  library  materials 
and  services.  Continuing  this  tradition, 
in  its  never-ending  efforts  to  satisfy  the 
insatiable  demands  of  Sheffield's  vora- 
cious readers,  it  has  made  giant  strides 
over  the  past  year  or  two  in  expanding  its 
inventory  of  digital  audio  books,  e-books 
(books  that  can  be  read  on  a  computer 
screen),  e-videos  and  reference  databases. 
Patrons  may  access  these  new  resources 
via  the  Internet  either  on  the  patron  PCs 
at  the  Library  or  on  their  own  computers 
at  home.  All  that  is  required  is  a  comput- 
er, a  library  card  and  some  determination 
and  patience. 

Databases  now  available  offer  re- 
search riches  to  library  patrons. 

Newsbank.com  allows  access  to 
over  2,000  newspapers  ranging  from  the 
Boston  Globe  to  the  Washington  Post,  as 
well  as  magazines  such  as  Foreign  Affairs, 
Time,  the  Weekly  Standard  and  People. 
In  addition,  it  offers  a  small  but  growing 
number  of  foreign  publications  in  English 
and  other  languages. 

Netlibrary.org  has  a  large  collection 
of  e-books  and  audio  books — currently 
almost  130,000  printed  texts  and  audio 
books.  All  can  be  "borrowed" — that  is,  ac- 
cessed for  limited  but  renewable  periods 
of  three  or  so  weeks.  Some  can  be  down- 
loaded and  copied  to  your  computer,  iPod 
or  similar  device  for  you  to  keep  as  long 
as  you  want.  Interesting  features  include 
being  able  to  read  or  listen  to  a  book  in 
different  languages  and  the  ability  to 
record  your  own  thoughts  or  other  notes 
"on  the  margin"  of  what  you  are  reading 
or  hearing.  The  site's  inventory  is  broken 
down  into  a  large  number  of  separate  "col- 
lections" ranging  from  the  broad  ("aca- 
demic," "science  and  technology," "litera- 
ture") to  the  more  specialized  ("penal  law," 
"military  affairs"). 

Info  Trac  One  File  seeks  to  be  the 
premier  resource  for  general  reference 
research  and  offers  the  full  text  of  the 
New  York  Times  (from  1995  to  today), 
National  Public  Radio  (you  can  listen  to 
or  read  transcripts  of  programs)  and  the 
full  text  of  more  than  3,000  periodicals 


including  Discover  Magazine,  a  won- 
derful resource  for  students  and  other 
patrons  with  a  scientific  interest.  Scholars 
will  be  interested  in  the  10,000-plus  titles 
of  academic  journals.  One  File  has  the 
ability  to  translate  its  content  into  seven 
different  languages. 

Genealogybank.com  offers  resources 
for  researching  your  ancestry  and  extend- 
ed family  relationships. 

Homework.com  offers  assistance 
to  school  children  on  homework  as- 
signments. There  is  even  an  emergency 
service  that  is  said  to  respond  to  desper- 
ate "night  before"  e-mail  inquiries  usually 
within  an  hour. 

Most  of  these  sites  charge  hefty  fees, 
much  higher  than  individuals  are  likely  to 
afford.  But  because  the  Library  (or,  more 
accurately,  the  state  library  system)  has 
purchased  subscriptions,  patrons  with 
library  cards  can  access  them  for  free. 

If  you  are  using  your  own  com- 
puter you  can  usually  log  on  using  a 
user  name,  which  you  create  the  first 
time  you  visit  a  particular  site,  and 
a  password  (normally  your  unique 
library  identification  number  on  your 
library  card).  If  you  are  using  one  of  the 
Library's  public  use  computer  terminals 
you  may  have  to  log  on  to  the  CW- 
MARS  website  (www.wmrls.org/ser- 
vices/databases/HomeAccess.html) 


using  the  Library's  user  name  (available 
on  request  at  the  circulation  desk). 

Database  adventurers  may  have  to 
overcome  some  obstacles  in  signing  on 
and  navigating  some  of  the  offerings. 
The  procedures  for  logging  in,  estab- 
lishing accounts  and  the  search  meth- 
odologies themselves  differ  from  site 
to  site,  which  can  lead  to  time-wasting 
confusion.  The  most  commonly  used 
search  engine  is  based  on  the  "keyword" 
approach,  which  works  well  if  you  are 
looking  for  a  specific  book,  author  or 
topic  but  is  not  well  suited  for  browsing 
through  tables  of  contents  of  magazines 
or  journals  for  articles  that  might  be  of 
interest. 

The  new  database  resources  rep- 
resent a  truly  massive  expansion  in  the 
amount  of  reading,  listening  and  learning 
you  can  do  at  or  through  the  Library.  And 
they  will  become  even  richer  and  more 
voluminous  and  varied  as  more  and  more 
works  are  digitized  and  become  part  of 
the  public  domain  or  are  licensed  for  use 
by  the  Library's  patrons.  You,  a  resident 
of  Sheffield  (pop.  3,300),  using  your 
little  computer  and  going  through  your 
little  Library,  now  have — or  soon  will 
have — access  to  an  array  of  books  and 
other  materials  equal  to  what's  available 
to  a  resident  of  Boston,  New  York  City  or 


London! 


— Peter  Rowntree 


LIBRARY  VOLUNTEERS:  FICUS  FIXER 


Sherry  MacDonald,  a  Sheffield  resident 
since  1982,  and  retired  kindergarten 
teacher,  is  also  a  longtime  professional 
horticulturalist.  As  a  Library  volunteer, 
she  has  been  busy  rehabilitating  the 
new  ficus  tree  donated  to  the  Library 
by  Town  Hall.  The  patient  had  been 
looking  a  bit  peaked  and  in  need  of 
expert  care.  No  one  could  be  better 
qualified  than  Sherry  to  bring  it  back  to 
vibrant  life. 

Starting  in  1988,  she  has  taught 
many  classes  in  horticulture,  acted  as  a 
gardening  consultant  and  worked  at  the 
Berkshire  Botanical  Garden  and  local 
nurseries — Taft  Farm,  Windy  Hill  and 
most  recently  Wards.  She  regards  herself 
as  "on  call"  to  Nancy  Hahn,  the  head 


librarian,  for  gardening  and  related  work 
at  the  Library.  Currently,  she  is  thinking 
about  running  gardening  programs  for 
children. 

One  of  Sherry's  earlier  assignments 
was  to  rid  the  schefHera  plant  in  the  entry 
hall  of  spider  mites.  Not  liking  to  use 
pesticides  in  a  public  space,  she  used  beer 
instead  (the  alcohol  controls  the  mites 
and  the  hops  shine  the  leaves).  During 
one  application,  a  passing  Library  patron 
sniffed  appreciatively  and  said  "what  a 
waste  of  good  Lowenbrau!" 

The  ficus — having  been  up-potted 
(a  technical  term),  artistically  pruned  and 
given  a  large  dose  of  TLC  by  Sherry — is 
happily  ensconced  in  the  periodicals  sec- 
tion and  well  on  the  way  to  recovery. 
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KING  BIRTHDAY  CELEBRATED  WITH  A  DREAM  OF  BASEBALL 


At  an  early  age,  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King, 
Jr.,  dreamed  of  baseball. 

In  an  era  where  Jim  Crow  prevailed, 
King  found  equality  with  white  children 
on  the  diamond,  a  respite  from  a  world 
where  the  rules  were  different  for  him.  It 
was  an  act  of  racism  on  that  diamond  that 
destroyed  that  haven,  and  also  an  act  that 
inspired  him  to  begin  changing  the  mind- 
set of  a  nation. 

It  was  altogether  appropriate,  then,  that 
King  and  the  game  he  loved  were  together 
again  on  his  birthday,  if  only  in  spirit. 

The  Bushnell-Sage  Library  and  Shef- 
field Historical  Society  collaborated  on 
a  "Freedom  of  Baseball"  presentation  on 
Jan.  15,  Dr.  King's  birthday.  Author  and 
former  New  York  Yankee  Jim  Bouton 
headlined  a  group  of  local  presenters 
convening  at  the  library  to  remember 
King's  legacy  in  discussing  the  integra- 
tion of  Major  League  Baseball,  recalling 
the  now-defunct  Negro  Leagues  and 
reflecting  on  how  American  society  has 
progressed. 

Bouton,  reading  selected  passages 
from  his  popular  book  Foul  Ball,  recalled 
moments  in  his  career  when  an  expansive 
racial  divide  still  existed  two  decades  after 
Jackie  Robinson  first  breached  baseball's 
color  barrier.  Blacks  players  were  made  to 
sleep  in  separate  hotels — sometimes  across 
town — from  white  players,  and  were  sub- 
ject to  invective  from  their  own  teammates. 

But  Bouton  added  that  perhaps  the 
greatest  equalizer  in  sports — winning — 
has  succeeded  in  making  baseball  that 
much  more  color  blind. 

"In  the  1960s,  it  was  pretty  clear  that 
if  you  had  a  marginal  black  player  and  a 
marginal  white  player,  teams  were  going 
to  go  with  the  marginal  white  player,"  he 
said.  "Now,  a  more  important  element  has 
entered,  and  that  is  winning  at  all  costs  ... 
Now  we  have  Japanese  players — one  of 
the  greatest  things  about  sports  is  that  it's 
been  so  democratic — winning  is  the  most 
important  thing." 

Marcia  Brolli,  a  representative  for  the 
Historical  Society,  provided  an  overview 
of  the  Negro  Leagues  and  their  role  in 
shaping  eventual  integration.  Brolli  said 
it  was  the  mother  of  a  white  child  who 
played  with  King  that  told  him  he  was 
not  allowed  to  play  with  white  children, 
a  memory  she  said  stayed  with  King  for 
many  years,  even  through  the  civil  rights 
movement. 


Local  resident  Tom  Ingersoll  reflected 
on  stars  Robinson  and  Satchel  Paige  while 
engaging  an  audience  of  over  50  members 
in  a  Negro -League  trivia  contest. 

Literature  was  prevalent  as  well.  In 
one  corner,  piles  of  biographies  on  King 
and  Robinson  lay  near  histories  of  baseball 
and  the  Negro  Leagues,  all  crucial  compo- 
nents of  American  civil  rights  and  sports. 

At  the  end,  nine-year-old  Alex  Dunn, 
son  of  the  Library  circulation  director,  Ann 
Dunn,  sent  the  crowd  home  with  a  stir- 
ring rendition  of  "Take  Me  Out  to  the  Ball 
Game,"  which  he  performed  on  the  piano. 

Other  residents  told  of  their  experi- 
ences with  integration,  and  Robinson 
in  particular.  Patrick  Burns  recalled  his 
business  dealings  with  Robinson  following 
his  retirement  from  the  Brooklyn  Dodgers, 
summarizing  that  the  former  second  base- 


man was  an  amazing  man. 

"My  wife  told  me  the  greatest  thing 
I  ever  did  for  her  was  introducing  her  to 
Jackie  Robinson,"  he  said. 

Brian  Levinshon,  a  Brooklyn  native, 
remembered  playing  with  Robinsons  child 
in  the  yard  of  his  Brooklyn  home.  He  said 
the  Robinson  era  in  Brooklyn  eventually 
became  "a  wonderful  one." 

"That  was  a  time  when  the  play- 
ers actually  lived  in  the  neighborhoods 
they  played  for,"  he  said. "When  it  first 
started — the  integration — people  were  so 
mad,  so  serious.  Now  it's  like,  what  was  it 
all  about?  What  were  we  so  upset  over? 

"I  think  if  Dr.  King  were  alive," 
Levinshon  continued,  "I  would  think 
he'd  see  that  part  of  his  dream  came  true. 
Sure  I  do."  — Will  Whiteborn 

Reprinted  courtesy  of  the  Berkshire  Record 


NEW  FAMILY  FARE  FOR  THE  CAR 

Driving  long  distances  with  the  family  is 
much  more  enjoyable  if  the  kids  are  enter- 
tained. When  the  license-plate  game  gets 
stale  and  "99  bottles  of  root  beer  on  the 
wall"  is  imminent,  plug  in  one  of  the  books 
on  CD  you  borrowed  from  the  Library. 

The  Friends  of  the  Library  recendy 
donated  $1,000  for  the  purchase  of  new 
family  audios.  You'll  find  them  at  the  end 
of  the  juvenile  video  section,  divided  into 
books  on  tape  and  books  on  CD. 

"If  a  family  is  going  to  listen  to  a  book 
together,  it  has  to  be  very  high  quality. 
It  must  have  material  appropriate  for 
children  and  yet  strong  writing  to  keep 
it  interesting  for  adults.  We  focused  on 
quality  books  that  the  whole  family  will 
enjoy,"  says  June  Wolfe,  the  Bushnell-Sage 
Children's  Librarian.  "Of  course,"  adds 
Library  Director,  Nancy  Hahn,"we  always 
order  unabridged  editions,  and  we  try  to 
find  audios  read  by  the  best  readers.  A  bad 
reader  can  ruin  a  good  story.  We're  careful 
about  that." 

A  total  of  41  titles  are  in  the  process 
of  swelling  the  collection.  A  few  titles,  like 
Artemis  Fowl:  The  Lost  Colony  by  Eoin 
Colfer,  Hoot  by  Carl  Hiaassen  and  The 
Miraculous  Journey  of  Edward  Tulane  by 
Kate  DiCamillo  have  only  recently  come 
out  in  audio  format.  The  library  has  also 
bought  classic  tales  such  as  storyteller  Jim 
Weiss's  Arabian  Nights  and  Greek  Myths 
and  books  by  Mark  Twain,  Roald  Dahl  and 
Beverly  Geary. 

For  a  complete  list  of  titles,  go  to  www. 


cwmars.org.  Go  to  the  Sheffield  page  and 
click  on  the  "Other  Searches"  box.  Under 
"number  searches,"  click  on  "call  number."  In 
the  search  box,  put  in  Juv  aud  cd  bk  (juve- 
nile audio  CD  book")  and  click  search. 

The  Bushnell-Sage  staff  encourages 
your  suggestions.  If  you  know  of  a  good 
audio  that's  not  on  the  list,  please  recom- 
mend it  for  purchase  the  next  time  you 
stop  by  the  Library.  — June  Wolfe 


"Money  Does  Grow  on  Trees" 

Are  rising  real  estate  taxes  getting  harder  to 
pay?  If  you  own  wooded  property,  the  answer 
may  be  as  close  as  your  trees. 

R.J.  Beham  Forest  Products  specializes  in 
harvesting  trees  in  an  environmentally  sen- 
sitive manner.  Out  experienced  crews  are  li- 
censed and  insured,  and  our  diverse  log  mar- 
kets allow  us  to  offer  you  the  hightest  prices 
for  your  standing  timber. 

If  you  are  interested  in  a  no-cost,  no-obli- 
gation evaluation  of  your  forest,  give  our  li- 
censed forester  a  call  at  (413)  229-2182,  or 
stop  by  our  log  yard  at  53  Clayton  Road, 
Ashley  Falls,  MA  and  we  will  be  happy  to  ar- 
range a  site  visit. 


Library  News 


RECOMMENDED  READING 


The  Prince  of  the  Marshes — And  Other 
Occupational  Hazards  of  a  Year  in  Iraq 
by  Rory  Stewart  (Harcourt,  Inc.  2006). 

In  the  spirit  of  full  disclosure,  I  confess 
that  I  have  always  opposed  our  invasion 
of  Iraq.  At  the  same  time  I  have  always 
supported  the  women  and  men  serv- 
ing in  our  armed  forces.  After  reading 
Rory  Stewart's  memoir  of  his  year  as 
an  official  of  the  Coalition  Provisional 
Authority  (CPA)  in  Iraq,  I  learned  I 
should  also  support  (or  is  the  better 
word  "pity?)  those  charged  with  admin- 
istering U.S.  policy. 

Rory  Stewart's  first  book,  The 
Places  in  Between,  was  a  best  seller.  It 
described  his  epic  walk  across  Afghani- 
stan after  the  fall  of  the  Taliban.  Partly 
because  of  that  walk,  partly  because  he 
could  speak  Farsi  and  partly  because  he 
honestly  believed  he  could  help,  he  ap- 
plied and  in  August  2003  was  appoint- 
ed as  the  deputy  governor  of  Amara 
and  later  Nasirijah,  provinces  in  the 
basically  Shiite  areas  south  of  Baghdad. 
British  by  nationality  and  only  29  years 
old,  for  the  next  11  months  he  tried  to 
establish  democracy  and  human  rights 
in  a  country  torn  by  tribalism,  terror 
and  competing  religions  that  had  no 
idea  what  a  free,  self-ruling  process  was 
all  about  and  that  generally  was  not 
interested  in  learning. 

As  Stewart  discovered,  the  big  is- 
sues were  not  free  speech  and  the  rights 
of  women;  rather,  security,  jobs,  food, 
school,  clothing,  shelter,  clean  water  and 
dependable  electricity.  In  addition,  he 


had  to  cope  with  the  mind-numbing  bu- 
reaucracy of  the  Baghdad-centered  CPA, 
where  urgent  letters  were  lost,  ignored 
or  over-ruled  by  Washington. 

Nevertheless,  Stewart  was  "the  good 
soldier,"  like  so  many  men  and  women 
in  our  armed  services.  He  really  wanted 
to  make  a  difference.  The  only  time 
he  came  close  to  quitting  was  after  he 
learned  about  Abu  Ghraib."I  had  always 
seen  myself  as  a  realist,"  he  writes,  "but  I 
had  believed  that  we  were  in  a  position 
to  set  an  example. ...  I  felt  ashamed.  But 
I  loved  my  work  and  could  see  no  pur- 
pose in  leaving  with  only  two  months 
remaining,  so  I  did  not  resign." 

Still,  sprinkled  through  this  fasci- 
nating book  are  heavy  doses  of  cynicism. 
For  all  his  profession  of  belief  in  human 
dignity,  liberty  and  the  joy  of  people 
working  together  in  a  common  cause, 
most  chapters  begin  with  an  instructive 
quotation  from  Machiavelli,  that  most 
cynical  (or  realistic)  Italian  political  phi- 
losopher. He  begins  the  chapter  "Blood 
Money,"  for  instance,  with  this  quota- 
tion: "For  this  may  be  said  of  men  gener- 
ally: they  are  ungrateful,  fickle,  feigners 
and  dissemblers,  avoiders  of  danger, 
eager  for  gain."  Or  later,  "A  shrewd  ruler 
must  therefore  try  to  ensure  that  his  citi- 
zens, whatever  the  situation  may  be,  will 
always  be  dependent  on  the  government 
and  on  him;  and  then  they  will  always  be 
loyal  to  him." 

The  "Prince  of  the  Marshes"  in 
reality  is  a  tribal  leader  by  the  name 
of  Karim  Mahood  Hattab,  the  leader 
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of  one  of  the  many  political  parties  in 
Amara.  Hattab  had  fought  against  Sad- 
dam Hussein,  and  was  tough,  shrewd 
and  not  about  to  concede  his  power  to 
anyone.  But  he  was  only  one  of  dozens 
of  political  bosses,  military  chiefs  and 
religious  leaders  competing  for  influence. 
Indeed,  there  are  so  many  people  to  keep 
track  of  that  Stewart  begins  his  memoir 
with  a  "Dramatis  Personae,"  to  help  an 
unfamiliar  reader  keep  them  all  straight. 

Being  an  administrator  in  such  a 
place  would  baffle  the  most  seasoned 
of  diplomats,  and  in  the  end  Stewart 
almost  concludes  it  was  discouraging. 
He  notes  that  he  hoped  he  had  created 
an  opportunity  for  progressive  groups 
to  organize  and  govern,  and  that  the 
U.S. -led  administration  had  fought  a 
successful  campaign  against  the  insur- 
gents— the  very  conservative  elements 
of  Iraqi  society.  "But  it  was  these  groups 
with  their  dark  histories  and  dubious 
allies  that  had  won  in  the  election  [of 
2005].  Their  new  state  was  reactionary, 
violent,  intolerant  toward  women  and 
religious  minorities  and  uncooperative 
with  the  Coalition." 

Who  wouldn't  be  discouraged?  The 
Prince  of  the  Marshes  is  an  illuminating, 
if  troubling  read.  — John  G.  Wightman 
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FNIIHR  rFNTFR/milNril  ON  AGING 

In  this  new  regular  feature  of  the  Sheffield  Times, 
the  Council  on  Aging  hopes  to  keep  you  up-to- 
date  on  "doin's"  at  the  Senior  Center,  where  there 
are  many  inter-generational  ideas  brewing'. 
Dewey  Hall  has  been  the  meeting  place  for 
many  organizations  over  its  long  history 
since  1887.  Presently  the  building  is  home 
not  only  to  its  owner,  the  Sheffield  Friendly 
Union,  but  also  to  the  Berkshire  Children's 
Chorus  and  the  Sheffield  Senior  Center,  a 
town  entity  that  runs  many  programs,  in- 
cluding the  local  Meals-on-Wheels  program. 

Although  generally  the  participants 
of  programs  are  older  citizens  of  Shef- 
field and  Ashley  Falls,  we  are  welcoming 
more  and  more  "younger  seniors"  in  their 
50s  to  programs  as  well  as  folks  from  the 
surrounding  communities  of  Mill  River, 
New  Marlborough,  Great  Harrington, 
Egremont  and  Southfield. 

On-going  programs.  On-going  pro- 
grams at  the  center  presently  include  two 
physical  fitness  classes  at  Dewey  Hall  for 
older  adults.  These  one-hour  classes  are 
designed  for  anyone  interested  in  keeping 
a  basic  fitness  level  through  traditional 
but  simplified  aerobic  moves,  strength 
training  and  stretching.  Sheffield  resident 
Sandra  French,  a  certified  senior  fitness 
instructor,  leads  the  classes  with  good 
humor,  encouragement  and  expertise.  She 
insists  on  participants  advancing  their 
level  of  fitness  at  a  pace  with  which  they 
are  comfortable  so  they  can  stay  inde- 
pendent and  better  able  to  take  care  of 
themselves.  Attendance  is  growing  and  is 
now  generally  15  to  20  individuals. 

Another  on-going  group  is  knitters  of 
various  levels  of  expertise  that  meet  weekly. 
These  folks,  about  a  half  dozen  presently, 
are  knitting  scarves  and  lap  blankets  for 
Meals-on-Wheels  clients.  (Sheffield  has  25 
or  so  of  these  housebound  folks,  to  whom  a 
hot  meal  and  a  welcome  hello  are  delivered 
daily  by  one  of  out  eight  or  so  volunteer 
drivers .  These  are  great  examples  of  people 
helping  people.) 

"Lawn  Chair  Movie  Tuesday"  has 
recently  become  a  regular  program,  and  it's 
gaining  in  popularity.  Folks  bring  a  brown 
bag  lunch  and  gather  at  11:30  at  Dewey 
Hall  to  enjoy  camaraderie,  free  popcorn  and 
a  film.  Each  month,  we  feature  an  actor  to 
provide  a  variety  of  fare.  Featured  in  Febru- 


ary was  John  Wayne  in  films  such  as  "The 
Quiet  Man."  Katharine  Hepburn  will  be 
featured  in  March. 

Monthly  blood  pressure,  hearing,  and 
foot  care  clinics  are  regularly  available  to 
all.  (See  the  Ongoing  Calendar  on  Page  19 
for  times.) 

Special  programs.  A  special  program 
highlight  for  March  and  April  is  the  Mem- 
oirs Project  funded  through  the  Berkshire 
Taconic  Community  Fund.  This  class 
of  about  15  meeting  for  10  consecutive 
Wednesdays  is  being  taught  by  Irene  Wil- 
lis, PhD.,  the  author  of  many  textbooks, 
articles,  children's  books,  and  collections 
of  poetry.  She  has  many  years  of  experi- 
ence teaching  English  and  creative  writing 
to  high  school  students  and  adults.  The 
participants — at  all  levels  of  experience, 
beginner  to  advanced — are  being  intro- 
duced to  high-quality  literary  narratives, 
both  poetry  and  prose,  to  trigger  discus- 
sion, optional  extended  reading  and  the 
writing  of  their  own  stories.  In  a  small- 
group,  supportive  setting,  participants  are 
helped  to  tell  their  stories  engagingly  and 
to  structure  and  organize  their  material. 

Another  special  program  for  March 
and  April  is  a  series  of  computer  classes 


offered  by  Chris  Thompson,  Technology 
Integration  Specialist  for  the  Southern 
Berkshire  Regional  School  District.  He 
and  students  from  Mount  Everett  High 
School  introduce  participants  to  basic 
computer  concepts  including  word  pro- 
cessing, e-mail,  and  the  Internet.  The  five- 
session  course,  held  at  the  High  School,  is 
a  wonderful  start  for  folks  who  might  be 
beginners  at  the  computer. 

For  more  information  about  both  pro- 
grams, call  the  Senior  Center  at  229-7022. 

Keeping  up  with  Center  events.  The 
monthly  Sheffield  Senior  Crier  is  another 
source  for  articles  and  listings  of  what's 
happening  at  the  Senior  Center.  For  weekly 
updates,  consult  the  Senior  Bulletin  Board 
published  each  Monday  in  the  Berkshire 
Eagle  or  call  the  Senior  Center.  Comments 
and  ideas  on  the  programs  are  welcome. 
Call  John- Arthur  Miller,  the  director,  or 
email  ShfldSRS@bcn.net 

In  the  next  issue  of  the  Sheffield 
Times:  a  report  on  Gracious  Living  Day,  a 
day  each  April  when  Sheffield  folks  work 
with  students  of  Berkshire  School  paint- 
ing, weeding,  shelving  books  at  the  library 
and  perhaps  even  washing  fire  trucks  at  the 
firehouse!   — John-Arthur  Miller,  Director 


HAIR-SKIN-BODY-NAILS 

413-229-0258 

647  North  Main  St.  (Rte.  7) 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Hours:  Daily  9-5, 
Thurs.  12-8,  Sat.  8-1 

REDKIN    MATRIX    OPI 
ESSIE    DR.HAUSCHKA 


KWIK 

PRINT 

INCORPORATED 


From  while-you-wait  duplicating 
to  web  offset  printing... 


Color  Copies  •   Fax  Services  •  Laminating 
Photocopies  •  Resumes  •  Spiral  Binding 

Books  •  Brochures  •  Business  Cards 

Envelopes  •  Flyers  •  Lettrerheads  •  Menus 

Newpapers  •  Newsletters  •  NCR/Carbonless  Forms 

Posters  •  Programs  •  Tickets  •  Wedding  Invitations 

Typesetting/Graphic  Design  •  Mac  and  PC  Compatible 
Digital  Place  Maker  •  Barcoded  Mailing  Services 


COLOR  COPIES 


413/528-2885   Fax:  4 1 3/528-9220 

35  Bridge  St.,  Gt.  Barrington,  MA  0 1 230 

Hours:  Mon.-Fri.  8:00-4:30  Sat  8:30- 1 2:00 


11 


Village  Green 


FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MINUTES 

langer  and  Robert  Miller  were  appointed 
emergency  snowplow  drivers. 
Michael  and  Cynthia  Dutton  are  in  the 
process  of  buying  Limey's  Restaurant  and 
were  present  to  discuss  transfer  of  the 
liquor  license. 

Charles  and  Mary  Joch  submitted 
a  letter  for  the  sale  of  their  property  (on 
assessors  map  8,  block  4,  lot  19)  currently 
under  Chapter  61 A  tax  assessment  [which 
allows  payment  of  taxes  at  a  lower  rate]  and 
the  board  waived  the  town's  right  of  first 
refusal  [by  law,  the  town  has  this  right  on  all 
Chapter  61A  land].  The  board  approved  a 
curb  cut  for  Knox  Trail  Builders  just  east 
of  the  bridge  on  Cook  Rd. 


Televised  Board  of  Selectmen's  meet- 
ings can  also  be  seen  on  CTSB  Cable 
Channel  16.  Check  schedule  for  times. 
Not  all  meetings  are  televised. 


12/18 — The  Board  of  Selectmen  received 
notice  that  the  Planning  Board  will  hold 
a  hearing  on  Feb.  6  for  the  application 
of  Cog  Brewery  to  establish  a  micro- 
brewery  at  534  South  Main  St.,  formerly 
Fellerman's  Glass  Studio.  Chairman  David 
Macy  suggested  that  the  board  review 
the  applications  and  discuss  them  at  the 
Selectmen's  meeting  on  Jan.  2 

Following  the  expansion  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Aging  from  seven  to  nine  members, 
approved  at  the  special  Town  Meeting 
in  December,  the  board  appointed  Peter 
Traub  and  Lovina  Gulotta  to  the  council. 
Their  terms  will  end  in  May  2007. 

Selectwoman  Julie  Hannum  re- 
quested that  a  letter  be  send  to  Nat  Karns 
of  Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Commis- 
sion regarding  the  wonderful  assistance 
the  Town  received  from  Tom  Matuszko 
for  the  zoning  by-law  reforms.  Selectman 
Hannum  gave  a  report  on  the  Master  Plan 
Implementation  Advisory  Committee, 
which  will  continue  to  meet  quarterly.  The 
board  moved  to  accept  the  Committees 
final  report  on  the  Smart  Growth  grant. 

Chairman  Macy  discussed  the  Village 
Green  project  [this  is  Phase  2  of  the  long- 
delayed  renovation  of  the  green  and  parking 
area  in  the  center  of  town;  plans  are  available 
for  review  at  Town  Hall],  Mass  Highway  is 
now  proceeding  with  the  project,  and  it  is 
scheduled  to  be  advertised  for  bid  in  Janu- 
ary. It  was  announced  that  utility  lines  will 
not  be  buried,  as  was  originally  planned, 
due  to  cost. 

Selectman  Hannum  announced  that 
Governor- elect  Deval  Patrick  is  reaching 
out  to  communities  to  assess  their  needs. 
Selectman  Hannum  suggested  high-speed 
Internet  access  for  all  Sheffield  residents. 
Discussion  ensued  regarding  high-speed 
Internet  access  and  cable  service  in  town. 

John- Arthur  Miller  thanked  the  town 
and  Board  for  his  recent  appointment  as 
Senior  Center  Director  and  presented  the 
Board  with  a  check  for  $600  from  Christ 
Church  for  the  Senior  Center  Build- 
ing Fund.  The  construction  of  a  Senior 
Center,  including  its  funding,  construction, 
uses,  and  furnishings  was  discussed. 

At  the  recommendation  of  Highway 
Superintendent  Ronald  Bassett,  James  Be- 


at the  Berkshire  Gubernatorial  Inaugura- 
tion event  in  Pittsfield. 

The  Massachusetts  Commission 
on  the  Status  of  Women  is  requesting 
nominations  for  the  Massachusetts  Un- 
sung Heroines  for  2007.  The  nomination 
papers  will  be  available  in  the  Town  Clerks 
office  and  the  Library. 

The  chairman  of  the  Senior  Center 
Building  Committee,  Peter  Traub,  an- 
nounced that  two  members  have  indicated 
that  they  will  resign.  Discussion  ensued 
regarding  the  process  for  donating  funds 
for  the  Senior  Center  Building  Fund  and 
organization  of  Friends  of  the  Senior 
Center. 


1/2 — Chairman  Macy  discussed  the 
Village  Green  project.  Mass  Highway  is 
exploring  moving  the  utility  poles  to  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street.  If  the  poles 
are  moved,  it  may  postpone  the  bidding 
process. 

Selectman  Hannum  would  like  to 
have  a  parking  lot  task  force  formed  to 
look  after  the  now-vacant  area  north  of 
Town  Hall  and  begin  meeting  in  February. 

A  letter  notified  the  Board  that 
former  Selectman  Janet  Stanton  has  made 
a  donation  to  the  Senior  Center  Building 
Fund  in  memory  of  her  mother,  Eleanor 
Hughes  Griffiths,  and  to  the  Police  Dept. 
for  the  summer  camp  program  or  for 
women's  self-defense  classes. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Alcohol 
Beverage  Control  Commission  requesting 
an  estimated  population  for  the  town  of 
Sheffield  as  of  July  10,  2007,  estimated  by 
the  Town  Clerk  to  be  3,458.  The  request 
will  be  discussed  at  a  future  meeting. 

The  Board  approved  a  one-day  beer 
and  wine  license  for  the  Southern  Berk- 
shire Chamber  of  Commerce's  annual 
auction,  which  will  take  place  on  March  10 
at  Berkshire  School. 

As  suggested  by  Selectman  Jim 
Collingwood,  the  Board  will  visit  the  high- 
way garage  to  survey  equipment  on  Jan.  4. 

Selectman  Hannum  congratulated 
the  Berkshire  Children's  Chorus  for  be- 
ing chosen  to  perform  at  the  Governor 
Patricks  inauguration  ball  in  Boston. 
Selectman  Hannum  represented  Sheffield 


ANIMAL  CONTROL  OFFICER 

If  you  catch  an  animal  in  a  Havahart 
trap,  it's  important  not  to  release  it  in 
another  area  in  Sheffield.  Call  the  Ani- 
mal Control  Officer,  Richard  Board- 
man,  at  229-8554.  A  sick  animal  let 
loose  in  the  Town  Park  off  Miller  Ave. 
or  the  fields  near  the  bridge  on  Maple 
Ave.  or  some  other  area  could  infect 
other  animals  or  even  people. 
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PLANNING  BOARD  NEWS 


In  the  Planning  Board's  regular  meet- 
ings from  Dec.  19  to  Feb.  6,  the  board 
endorsed  no  Form  As  (also  known  as 
ANRs,  or  approval  not  required  for 
development). 

The  board  posted  and  held  a  special 
meeting  on  Jan.  31  to  consider  a  Form  A 
presented  by  Ronald  Durning  for  Salis- 
bury Road  LLC.  As  noted  in  the  January/ 
February  issue,  at  a  previous  Planning 
Board  meeting,  the  board  endorsed  an 
ANR  for  division  of  a  parcel  at  the  corner 
of  Salisbury  Rd.  and  Barnum  St,  into  two 
lots.  The  limited  liability  company  is  now 
seeking  approval  to  divide  the  lot  with- 
out the  existing  house  into  three  parcels. 
Salisbury  Road  LLC  is  also  seeking 
approval  for  a  common  driveway  to  serve 
the  lots.  Following  site  visits,  the  board 
indicated  it  did  not  find  the  needed  20 
feet  of  access  for  one  of  the  lots  due  to  a 
town  culvert  under  the  town  owned  road, 
Barnum  St.  Upon  discussion,  Durning 
withdrew  his  Form  A  application,  recon- 
figured the  lot  in  question  and  presented 
a  new  Form  A  at  the  next  meeting.  The 
board  will  discuss  that  application  on 
Feb.  27.  (If  the  board  had  not  held  the 
Jan.  31  meeting,  the  board's  next  meeting 
date  would  have  exceeded  the  21  days  the 
board  has  to  take  action,  and  the  original 
Form  A  would  have  been  "constructively 
approved,"  that  is,  approved  without 
board  action.) 

During  this  period,  the  board  also 
held  three  public  hearings  on  three 
special  permit  applications.  On  Jan.  16, 
Sumac  Nominee  Realty  Trust  presented 
its  application  for  the  proposed  use  of  a 
"major  commercial  development"  at  prop- 
erty located  at  534  Main  St.  (formerly  the 
site  of  Fellerman  &  Rabbe  glassblowers). 
The  proposal  is  for  the  building  to  house 
a  landscape  and  property  management 
business  in  back,  in  the  larger  of  the  two 
spaces,  with  Cog  Brewery,  the  proposed 
tenant,  renting  the  front  space.  The  hear- 
ing was  well  attended.  The  board  noted 
additional  information  it  needed.  If  this 
information  is  received  by  the  next  meet- 
ing (Feb.  27),  the  board  expects  to  begin 
deliberations  then. 

The  second  public  hearing,  on  Feb. 
6,  was  on  the  application  of  Cog  Brewery 
to  operate  a  microbrewery  at  the  Main 
St.  location.  The  hearing  was  also  well  at- 
tended. Again,  the  board  noted  additional 
information  it  needed,  and  may  begin 


deliberations  at  the  Feb.  27  meeting  if  it 
is  received  in  time. 

Considerable  board  time  was  spent 
in  December  and  early  January  on 
an  inquiry  from  Scott,  Kurt  and  Lisa 
Bartzsch,  doing  business  as  Rock  Solid 
Marble  and  Granite,  over  their  proposed 
use  of  the  front  building  at  1347  North 
Main  St.  (by  Torrico  Electric  on  Route  7) 
for  the  "light  manufacturing"  of  counter- 
top  fabrication.  The  board  was  initially 
uncertain  if  the  proposed  use  was  allowed 
and  was  unclear  as  to  the  decisions  the 
Building  Inspector  made  on  this  matter. 
Discussions  spanned  several  meetings. 
The  special  permit  application  was  ac- 
cepted at  the  Jan.  2  meeting  and  a  hearing 
date  of  Feb.  6  was  set  at  that  meeting. 
The  Bartzsches'  application  to  undertake 
light  manufacturing,  with  an  office  and 
showroom  at  the  North  Main  St.  loca- 
tion, however,  had  to  be  continued  until 
Feb.  27  because  the  applicants  had  not 
completed  all  needed  plans. 

(The  board  also  voted  to  file  an  ad- 
ministrative appeal  to  the  Zoning  Board 
of  Appeals  regarding  the  two  decisions 
made  by  the  Building  Inspector  for  this 
property,  which  focused  on  allowed  "cus- 
tomary accessory  use  of  the  premises." 
The  hearing  was  held  on  Feb.  8  and  by 
a  3-0  vote,  the  Planning  Board's  appeal 
was  denied.) 

The  Feb.  6  special  permit  hearings 
went  ahead  as  originally  scheduled  thanks 
to  the  warrant  article  approved  at  the 
special  Town  Meeting  in  December  that 
allows  a  board  member  to  miss  a  single 
session  of  a  hearing  if  they  certify  in  writ- 
ing that  they  have  listened  to  an  audio 
recording  of  the  session  and  examined  all 
evidence.  Without  that  by-law,  the  board 
would  likely  have  had  to  re-schedule 
meetings  and  potentially  delay  the  ap- 
plicants, since  only  four  board  members 
could  be  present. 

In  other  business,  the  board  adopted 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  conduct  of 
its  business,  as  required  by  the  newly 
adopted  Zoning  By-Laws.  The  rules 
and  regulations  are  available  from  the 
Town  Clerk.  It  also  continued  work  on 
updating  the  Form  A  application  and 
guidelines. 

The  board  received  inquiries  from 
attorney  Janet  Pumphrey  regarding 
Berkshire  Fence  on  Route  7.  Attorney  N. 
Parsenios  inquired  on  behalf  of  Mi- 


chael and  Cheryl  Dutton,  new  owners 
of  Limey's,  whether  they  need  a  special 
permit  for  an  accessory  single  family 
dwelling  unit  to  live  above  the  restaurant 
(yes,  as  they  are  in  Sheffield's  Commercial 
District).  David  and  Marsha  Pottle  asked 
about  changes  to  DeVries  Building  Sup- 
ply and  whom  they  should  see  (the  Build- 
ing Inspector).  Attorney  B.  Smith  sought 
a  document  related  to  a  special  permit 
granted  earlier  to  Sally  Cook.  Kathy 
Orlando  asked  about  a  previously  signed 
Form  A  regarding  the  Egerton  property 
on  Route  7.  Gail  Ullman  inquired  about 
the  acceptable  survey  format  for  the  site 
plan  portion  of  a  special  permit  applica- 
tion. Mike  Parsons  asked  about  a  poten- 
tial subdivision  that  would  be  in  both 
New  Marlboro  and  Sheffield  and  how  the 
board  would  proceed  in  this  situation. 

Also,  board  member  Chris  Tomich 
walked  the  previously  approved  common 
driveway  on  Home  Rd.  with  property 
owner  Chris  Weld  and  pointed  out  the 
conditions  contained  in  the  approval 
letter.  Board  member  Tony  Gulotta 
submitted  the  board's  proposed  budget 
for  the  upcoming  fiscal  year,  and  Bart 
Elsbach  made  a  final  report  on  the  por- 
tion of  the  Smart  Growth  grant  dealing 
with  the  Master  Plan  Implementation 
Advisory  Committee  (see  the  January/ 
February  issue). 

The  board  authorized  a  Zoning 
By-Law  Review  Subcommittee  for  2007, 
which  held  two  meetings  in  February. 
The  subcommittee  is  focused  on  possible 
warrant  articles  for  the  Town  Meeting 
on  May  7,  as  well  as  longer  range  issues. 
Tom  Carmody,  Tony  Gulotta,  Nadia 
Milleron,  Doc  Nourse,  Kathy  Nourse, 
Peter  Rowntree,  Chris  Tomich,  David 
West  and  Rene  Wood  have  volunteered 
to  date.  Tom  Matuszko  of  the  Berkshire 
Regional  Planning  Council  will  continue 
his  work  with  the  subcommittee.  If  you 
are  interested,  check  the  bulletin  board 
at  Town  Hall  for  times  and  dates  and 
join  us. 

Planning  Board  meetings  are  nor- 
mally the  first  and  third  Tuesday  of  the 
month  at  7pm  in  the  first-floor  confer- 
ence room,  Town  Hall.  (The  "third  Tues- 
day" meeting  in  February  was  postponed 
a  week  to  Feb.  27  due  to  board  members' 
schedules.)  All  meetings  are  posted  and 
open  to  the  public.  All  are  welcomed. 

— Rene  Wood,  Chair 
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Village  Green 


TOWN  CLERK 

Return  those  census  forms!  The  state  of  Massachusetts' Annual 
Street  List,  also  known  as  the  census,  went  out  to  all  residents 
the  first  week  in  January.  If  you  have  not  returned  your  form  yet, 
please  take  a  moment  to  read  it  over  carefully  make  any  necessary 
changes,  and  return  it  to  the  clerk's  office  as  soon  as  possible. 

Hunting  and  fishing  licenses  are  available.  The  2007  hunt- 
ing/sporting and  fishing/ trapping  licenses  and  stamps  are  available. 
When  purchasing  a  license  for  yourself  or  on  behalf  of  someone 
else,  you  must  present  a  prior  year's  license  or  a  Hunter's  Safety 
Certificate.  Firearm  ID  cards  alone  are  no  longer  acceptable.  With- 
out proper  documentation,  we  will  not  be  able  to  issue  a  license. 

Dog  licenses.  These  licenses  are  renewable  annually  each 
spring.  Full-time  residents  received  licensing  reminders  with  their 
2007  Annual  Street  Lists.  This  is  the  only  reminder  that  will  be 
mailed  out. 

The  2007  licenses  go  on  sale  March  1.  Current  licenses  expire 
on  March  31,  and  owners  have  until  May  1  to  renew.  If  you  have 
a  dog  six  months  of  age  or  older  and  you  live  in  Sheffield  at  least 
30  days  of  the  year,  your  dog  needs  a  license.  If  a  dog  is  spayed  or 
neutered,  the  license  costs  $4.  For  intact  dogs,  the  fee  is  $10.  After 
May  1,  a  delinquent  fee  of  $25  per  dog  will  be  charged  in  addition 
to  the  license  fee.  (This  does  not  apply  to  new  licenses). 

You  can  apply  for  a  license  in  person.  Or  you  can  apply  by 
mail  by  sending  a  self- addressed,  stamped  envelope,  a  check  made 
payable  to  the  Town  of  Sheffield  and  proof  of  rabies  vaccination 
to  Town  Clerk,  P.O.  Box  175,  Sheffield,  MA  01257.  If  you  do 
not  include  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope,  we  cannot  return 
your  license. 

Rabies  clinic  Sheffield's  Scouts  will  hold  their  annual  rabies 
clinic  on  Sat.,  March  24,  l-3pm  at  the  Town  Haliparking  lot.  The 
cost  for  the  vaccine  is  $10,  and  the  Clerks  office  will  be  open  during 
that  time  for  licensing  convenience. 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

The  Sheffield  Board  of  Health  would  like  to  stress  the  importance 
of  every  household  in  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls  having  a  house  num- 
ber that  is  visible  from  the  road  and  in  the  dark  In  case  of  emer- 
gency, finding  the  correct  residence  quickly  can  mean  the  difference 
between  life  and  death. 


PARTS 


USED  AUTO  PARTS 

VINTAGE  &  SPECIAL  INTEREST  AUTOS 
METAL  RECYCLING 


FIRE  LOG 

— Rick  Boardman,  Chief 

August 

29  Burnt  food  at  56 1  Shunpike  Rd.  Alarm  time  2:40pm.  In  service  256pm. 

30  Burnt  food  at  3 14  Brush  Hill  Rd.  Alarm  time  1 :48pm.  In  service  2 1 0pm. 

September 

3         Mutual  aid  to  Great  Barrington  Fire  Dept.  Alarm  time  12:20pm.  In 

service  4:00pm. 
7        Car  fire  on  Clayton  Rd.  Alarm  time  1 :5 1  pm.  In  service  2:26pm. 
9        Alarm  at  2080  South  Undermountain  Rd.  Alarm  time  1 1:55am.  In 

service  1 2:44pm. 
15       Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  9:25am.  In  service  9:28am. 
22       Burnt  food  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  9:04pm.  In  service  9:54pm. 

29  Alarm  at  1 375  Boardman  St.  Alarm  time  3:44am.  In  service  4: 1 3am. 

30  Smoke  in  building  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  5:41pm.  In  service 
6:22pm. 


October 

4        Structure  fire  at  638  Foley  Rd.  Alarm  time  9:40pm.  In  service  3:33am. 
Pole  fire.  Alarm  time  10:45a.m.  In  service  I  1:05a.m. 
Alarm  at  535  Egremont  Rd.  Alarm  time  2:16pm.  In  service  2:43  p.m 
Furnace  blowback.  Alarm  time  4:20pm.  In  service  5:14pm. 
Burnt  food  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  1 2: 1 0am.  In  service 
12:38am. 

Mutual  aid  to  Canaan  Fire  Dept.  for  barn  fire.  Alarm  time  5:10am.  In 
service  10:58am. 

Alarm  at  34  Home  Rd.  Alarm  time  9:10pm.  In  service  10:08pm. 
Alarm  at  34  Home  Rd.  Alarm  time  6:40am.  In  service  7:00am. 
Fuel  spill.  Alarm  time  8:25am.  In  service  9:20am. 
Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School  for  burnt  bacon.  Alarm  time 
1 2: 1 6pm.  In  service  1 2:49pm. 

Assist  Police  Dept  Alarm  time  8:22pm.  In  service  8:46pm. 
Alarm  at  2080  South  Undermountain  Rd.  Alarm  time  6:05am.  In 
service  6:08am. 

Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  1 0:1 5am.  In  service  10:40am. 
Smoke  detector  activated  at  1024  Egremont  Rd.  Alarm  time  9:52pm.  In 
service  1 0:1 4pm. 

Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School.  Alarm  time  1 :08pm.  In  service 
1:15pm. 

Fire  in  kitchen  at  552  Rote  Hill  Rd.  Alarm  time  7:15am.  In  service 
8:30am. 

Burnt  food  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  12:03pm.  In  service 
12:27pm. 
Assist  Police  Dept.  Alarm  time  6:06pm.  In  service  7:46pm. 


9 
II 
12 
13 

13 
14 

18 
18 

19 

20 

25 

25 


January 

8        Carbon  monoxide  alarm  at  1 01  Old  Joe  Rd.  Alarm  time  4:25pm.  In 
service  5: 1 7pm. 

1 6  Alarm  at  1 70  S.  Main  St.  Alarm  time  1 1 :2 1  am.  In  service  I  1 :36am. 

17  Wood  stove  blow  back.  Alarm  time  4:23pm.  In  service  5:00pm. 
22      Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  1 :5 1  pm.  In  service  2:20pm. 

25      Assisted  Police  Dept.  in  search  for  missing  person.  Alarm  Time  2:3 1  pm. 
In  service  3:05pm. 

February 

2        Structure  fire  at  390  E.  Stahl  Rd.Alarm  time  5:40pm.  In  service  9:08pm. 
5        Wood  pile  next  to  outside  woodboiler.  Alarm  time  1 :  1 9pm.  In  service 

2:00pm. 
8        Carbon  monoxide  alarm  at  60  Old  Joe  Rd.Alarm  time  4: 1 5pm.  In 

service  4:52pm. 

Fire  Log  items  for  November/December  not  received. 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


A  snowman  greets  customers 
Gretta's  ~SlarVet  and  Deli 


MARKET  REOPENS  AS  GRETTA'S  MARKET  &  DELI 

You've  probably  noticed  the  cheerful  yel- 
low awning  that  now  graces  the  old  Shef- 
field Market.  If  you've  gone  inside  you  may 
have  met  Gretta  Willig,  the  new  owner  of 
the  deli-market  that  bears  her  name.  She 
bought  the  business  from  Sawas  Kasekas 
of  the  Village  on  the  Green  restaurant,  and 
opened  her  doors  on  Jan.  12.  "I  thought  Id 
open  on  a  Friday,"  she  explains. "It's  a  feel- 
good day — even-body's  in  a  good  mood." 

For  Gretta,  who  lives  in  Ashley  Falls, 
the  store  represents  a  complete  departure 
from  her  former  life.  She  spent  21  years 
working  in  radio,  first  in  sales  at  WBEC, 
and  then  as  general  manager  of  WSBS. 
"About  two  years  before  I  left,"  she  says,  "I 

knew  that  one  day  I  would  have  had  it  with  radio."  So  she  started 
preparing  for  what  was  to  come  next.  She  took  an  evening  course 
at  Berkshire  Enterprise,  which  provides  training  and  assistance  to 
small  business  owners. 

Then,  with  added  help  from  the  Small  Business  Administra- 
tion at  UMass  in  Amherst,  she  got  a  business  plan  in  good  shape 
to  present  to  the  bank. 

Gretta  knew  just  where  she  wanted  to  open  her  new  business. 
"I  had  had  my  eye  on  the  Sheffield  Market  for  years,"  she  savs-T 
saw  a  diamond  in  the  rough.  It  just  needed  some  TLC'  When  her 
kids  had  graduated  from  college  and  moved  out,  the  time  was  rich:. 
"The  universe  was  lined  up  for  me  to  do  it, '  she  savs. 

Lots  of  TLC  is  what  the  store  has  gotten,  from  Gretta  and 
her  husband  Paul,  who  teaches  at  the  Kolburne  School  in  New 
Marlborough  but  helps  out  whenever  he  can.  Gretta  also  has  the 
help  of  Dawn  Babcock,  her  right-hand  person.  "I  heard  she  was 
available,  and  I  heard  she  was  the  best,  so  I  spent  an  entire  day 
chasing  her  down,  she  recalls.  Dawn's  12  vears  of  experience  have 
proved  invaluable  to  the  new  enterprise. 

The  inside  of  the  store  is  spacious  and  clean,  painted  a 
sunny  yellow.  Gretta  plans  to  grow  the  business  slowly,  adding 
produce,  cigarettes,  and  the  lottery.  She'll  also  put  in  a  table  and 
chairs. "It  wont  really  be  an  eaten-,"  she  savs,  "but  people  can 


sit  down  and  have  a  cup  of  coffee."  She 

carries  Boar  s  Head  cold  cuts  and  makes 
sandwiches,  soups,  salads,  and  break- 
fast sandwiches,  in  addition  to  stocking 
"a  little  bit  of  everything  in  the  way  of 
groceries  and  supplies.  Monday  morning 
brings  "Monday  Madness,"  when  you  can 
get  a  free  cup  of  Lavazza's  coffee  between 
6:30  and  8am."  We  also  have  every  Sun- 
day paper,  including  the  Globe,  at  cover 
prices,  she  savs. 

Grert a  carries  po:  pies  rrorr.  me  Oris 
Poultry  Farm,  which  she  says  her  kids  loved 
wnen  r.ev  v.- ere  £rowir.£  up.  Sr.e  also  carr.es 
Bares  Ba.<ec  Gooes,  mace  m  Srerre.c.  arc 


ercoura^es  an*  ooc.  ±o-c<l*  z~  — c  it  arc 

talk  to  Gretta  about  stocking  their  wares. 

"I  warred  ro  be  ir  the  rooc  business  because  rocc  is  a  racpv 
thing,"  she  says. 'And  now  I  have  a  whole  town  of  guinea  pigs  for 
my  recipes,"  like  her  special  sesame  noodles. 

Gretras  Marker  is  open  rrorr.  6:50am.  ro  6:5  5 cm  Mercav 
through  Friday,  7am  to  6:30pm  Saturday,  and  8  ro  1  on  Sunday. 

—E'^r.  7,'eiss 
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and  trusted  guidance  to  help  you 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


KIWANIS  NEWS 

Raffle  winners.  Our  seventh  annual  scholarship  raffle  concluded 
on  Valentine's  Night  when  the  winners'  names  were  drawn  from 
the  golden  drum  at  Limey's  Restaurant.  First  prize  went  to  Steve 
Bannon  of  Great  Barrington.  Second  prize  went  to  Bonnie  Trier- 
weiler  and  Kevin  Moran,  also  of  Great  Barrington,  and  third  prize 
to  Sheryl  Johnson  of  West  Stockbridge.  We  thank  all  the  friends 
and  supporters  in  this  great  community  who  bought  tickets  for 
the  H.  Lee  Kline  Memorial  Scholarship  Drive.  Our  Scholarship 
Chairperson,  Anita  Diller,  is  currently  paying  out  the  final  scholar- 
ship awards  to  the  students  named  at  our  banquet  last  June. 

March  activities.  In  March,  Kiwanis  has  accepted  a  chal- 
lenge from  the  7-12  grade  students  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School 
to  see  who  can  collect  the  most  non-perishable  food  items  and 
paper  goods  for  the  Sheffield  Food  Program.  The  loser  cooks  and 
serves  a  dinner  to  20  members  of  the  winning  "team."  On  Sat., 
March  24,  we  will  sponsor  a  Bunco  Night  at  Limey's  in  our  meet- 
ing room.  This  is  a  fun  dice  game  with  cash  prizes  for  the  winners 
(and  some  losers).  Prize  money  comes  from  the  $10  ante  fee.  The 
dice  begin  to  roll  at  6pm,  with  a  break  for  food  and  drink. 
Family  safety  day.  April  is  a  big  month  for  Kiwanis  activities. 
This  year,  on  Sat.,  April  28,  at  the  Sheffield  Town  Park,  we  plan 
a  mammoth  Family  Fun/Safety  Day  (a  k  a  Bicycle  Rodeo)  in  co- 
operation with  the  Sheffield  Police  Dept.  The  activities  run  from 
10am  to  2pm.  Youngsters  on  their  bikes  will  be  trained  in  road 
rules,  fitted  with  a  helmet  (a  new  one,  if  needed)  and  led  through 
a  "chalk  course"  simulating  a  street  scene,  where  they  are  shown 
where  and  how  to  apply  the  rules.  Other  events  include  a  child 
car  seat  clinic,  free  DNA  identification  kits,  safety  coloring  books 
and  demonstrations  of  CPR,  emergency  and  rescue  vehicles  and 
the  State  Police  K-9  Unit. 

Little  League.  The  2007  Little  League  season  gets  started  on 
Sat.  and  Sun.,  April  21  and  22,with  the  pre-season  tournament 
at  French  Park  in  North  Egremont.  We  offer  opportunities  for 
major  league  or  minor  league  play  as  well  as  T-Ball.  Keep  an  eye 
on  the  ads  for  details,  including  exact  times  for  registration  and 
try-outs  (they're  usually  in  late  March). 

Good  works.  Sat.,  April  7,  is  International  Kiwanis  One 
Project  Day,  when  all  clubs  throughout  the  world  complete  a 
special  service  endeavor.  The  Sheffield  group  will  be  sponsoring  a 


blood  drive  at  a  Sheffield  location  to  be  determined. 

A  small  group  has  gathered  to  make  and  equip  some  30 
tote  bags  for  the  Kiwanis  Pediatric  Trauma  Institute  in  Boston. 
Dorothy  Kelley  and  Phyllis  Pickert  will  deliver  the  bags,  which 
are  given  to  parents  who  unexpectedly  need  to  stay  overnight  in 
the  hospital  with  an  injured  child.  The  club  bought  items  such  as 
writing  materials,  bottled  water,  toothpaste  and  toothbrushes  to 
fill  the  colorful  bags. 

Kiwanis  continues  to  operate  the  Breaking  Bread  soup 
kitchen  at  St.  Peter's  Center  in  Great  Barrington  about  every  six 
or  seven  weeks.  Chairman  Steve  Shmulsky  has  organized  the 
2007  list  of  volunteers  for  our  seven-month  Litter  Patrol  on  a 
two-mile  section  of  Route  7.  The  first  group  hits  the  roadside  on 
Thursday,  April  19. 

Dance  planned.  Looking  ahead  to  the  merry  month  of  May: 
the  Sheffield  Kiwanis  Club  will  sponsor  a  Big  Band  Dance  at  the 
upper  lodge  at  Butternut  Basin  on  Sat.,  May  19.  We  have  booked 
a  17 -piece  orchestra  for  the  night,  and  some  of  our  members  are 
even  thinking  of  taking  dance  lessons.  Watch  for  the  publicity  for 
this  great  night  of  fun  and  plan  now  to  participate! 

— Richard  L.  Goodwin 

The  Sheffield  Kiwanis  meets  Tuesdays  at  7pm  at  Limey's 
Restaurant 


THE  KINDERHOOK  GROUP,  INC. 
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BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE  EVENTS 


Hot  Chocolate  Saturdays.  Saturdays,  March  3-24,  I  lam- 
4pm  Climb  Hurlburt's  Hill,  then  slip,  slide,  sled,  ski  or  trek  back 
to  the  warmth  of  our  visitor's  center  and  enjoy  complimentary 
coffee,  tea  and  hot  chocolate.  Members:  free.  Non-members:  free 
with  admission  fee. 

Salamander  Migration  Night.  Late  March/early  April  (to 
be  announced  when  migration  is  known),  8- 1  Opm.The  first  warm, 
rainy  nights  of  spring  trigger  salamanders  and  frogs  to  begin  their 
seasonal  journey  to  breed  in  vernal  pools. We  will  try  to  find 
them.  Call  for  more  information.  Bring  a  flashlight  and  rain  gear. 
Please  pre  register — space  is  limited.  Members:  adult/child  $5. 
Non-members:  adult/child  $6. 

Vernal  Pool  Certification  with  Tom  Tyning.  Sat.,  April  7, 
IOam-l2:30pm.Vernal  pools  are  crucial  for  the  survival  of  wood 
frogs,  fairy  shrimp,  spotted  salamanders  and  many  other  spe- 
cies. Unfortunately,  these  wetlands  are  not  protected  unless  they 
are  formally  recognized.  Come  find  out  what  it  takes  to  certify 
and  protect  these  special  places. We'll  visit  a  vernal  pool  at  the 
Cobble.  Bring  rubber  boots!  Please  pre-register.  Members:  adult/ 
child  $5.  Non-members:  adult/child  $6. 

Life  in  a  Vernal  Pool.  Saturdays,  April  14  &  21,  lOam-noon. 
Explore  life  in  our  spring  ponds.  Look  for  egg  masses  of  wood 
frogs  and  salamanders  and  search  for  fairy  shrimp  and  fingernail 
clams.  Learn  about  the  ecology  of  these  complex  natural  com- 
munities. Come  prepared  to  get  wet  and  muddy.  Fun  for  families. 
Please  pre-register.  Members:  adult/child  $4;  family  $  1 0.  Non- 
members:  adult/child  $6;  family  $15. 

Rocks,  Roads,  and  Revolution  Quest.  Daily, April-Dec, 
sunrise  to  sunset. Take  a  self-guided  journey  back  through  time  to 

HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  EVENTS 

Sheffield  Then  and  Now.  Much  has  changed  in  the  Sheffield 
area  over  the  past  125  years.  Join  local  historian  Gary  Leveille 
and  the  members  of  the  Sheffield  Historical  Society  as  we  take  a 
trip  back  in  time  to  see  how  things  used  to  be.  With  the  help  of 
rare  old  photographs  and  antique  postcards — converted  into  an 
entertaining  Powerpoint  presentation — we  will  "travel"  by  train, 
horse  and  buggy  and  antique  auto  into  the  past.  Included  will  be 
rarely-seen  old-time  views  of  Sheffield  and  the  surrounding  area. 
Leveille  is  a  local  historian  and  author  and  a  columnist  for  The 
Berkshire  Record,  where  he  produces  the  popular  "Berkshire 
Then  &  Now"  photo  history  column.  His  most  recent  book  is  the 
best-selling  photo  history  entitled  Old  Route  7:  Along  the  Berk- 
shire Highway.  He  is  also  vice-president  of  the  Great  Barrington 
Historical  Society  and  has  over  25  years  experience  as  a  writer, 
editor  and  author. 

The  program  will  be  held  on  Fri.,  April  13  at  7:30pm  at 
Dewey  Memorial  Hall,  on  Route  7,  in  the  center  of  Sheffield. 
The  program  is  free  and  open  to  the  public.  Refreshments  will 
be  served. 

The  Sheffield  Historical  Society  is  located  on  Route  7  in  the  center 
of  Sheffield.  The  Old  Stone  Store  is  also  located  on  Route  7,  on  the 
Green  in  Sheffield.  Winter  hours  for  the  Mark  Dewey  Research 
Center  are  Monday  and  Friday,  1:30  to  4pm,  and  by  appointment. 
The  Dan  Raymond  House  is  open  hy  appointment  only  in  the  winter. 
The  Society  office  is  open  Thursday  through  Saturday.  The  Old  Stone 
Store  is  closed  through  March.  For  more  information,  contact  Shef- 
field Historical  Society,  159-161  Main  Street,  PO  Box  747,  Shef- 
field, MA  01257,  413-229-2694  or  email  shs@sheffieldhistory.org. 


the  days  of  the  Mahicans  and  the  earliest  European  settlers  and  see 
if  you  can  find  their  hidden  treasure.  Free  to  all.  Quest  clues  and 
map  available  at  Bartholomew's  Cobble  Visitor  Center. 

Volunteer  Work  Party.  Every  Thursday,  mid-April  through 
Oct.,  9- 1  1 :30am.  Work  with  staff  to  remove  exotic  invasive  spe- 
cies. Learn  how  to  identify  and  conserve  our  native  species.  Call 
for  more  information.  Free  to  all. 

Volunteer  Work  Day.  Sat.,  April  28, 9am- 1  pm,  rain  or  shine. 
Help  spruce  up  the  Cobble  for  the  coming  season!  Projects 
include  trail  maintenance  and  general  spring  clean  up.  Lunch  is 
provided;  drinks  and  side  dishes  are  appreciated!  Please  let  us 
know  you  are  coming — we  need  to  plan!  Free  to  all. 

Bird  Walk:  Spring  Migration.  Sundays,  April  22  and  29, 
8- 1 0am.  Explore  various  avian  habitats  as  spring  migrants  arrive. 
Birders  of  all  levels  are  welcome.  Bring  binoculars.  Please  pre-reg- 
ister. Members:  free.  Non-members:  Adult  $5;  Child  $3. 

Spring  Wildflowers.  Sun., April  29,  1 0:30am- 1 2pm. The 
limestone  soils  at  the  Cobble  support  a  remarkable  array  of 
woodland  wildflowers.  Enjoy  hepatica,  spring  beauty,  dutchman's 
breeches,  cut-leaved  toothwort,  red  and  white  trillium  and  many 
more.  Learn  how  these  spring  ephemerals  are  specially  adapted 
to  complete  their  life  cycle  before  the  trees  leaf  out.  Please  pre- 
register.  Members:  adult/child  $4.  Non-members:  adult/child  $6. 

Bartholomew's  Cobble,  a  329-acre  property  of  The  Trustees  of 
Reservations  with  five  miles  of  trails,  is  located  on  Weatogue  Rd.  in 
Ashley  Falls.  The  Visitor's  Center  is  open  year-round,  daily,  9am- 
4:30pm  (closed  Sundays  and  Mondays,  Dec.  to  March).  For  more 
information,  call  229-8600. 

SHEFFIELD  TREE  PROJECT 

The  Sheffield  Tree  Project  was  founded  in  the  late  1990s  by 
a  few  townspeople  who  had  a  vision  of  restoring  elm  trees  to 
the  streets  of  Sheffield.  Photos  from  the  early  1900s  show  a 
double  row  of  these  graceful  trees  arching  over  Main  St.,  but 
Dutch  elm  disease  in  the  1920s  and  30s  reduced  Sheffield's 
grand  elms  to  just  a  few  specimens  in  fields  and  along  roads  in 
town. 

Starting  in  2002,  the  Tree  Project  began  a  regular  pro- 
gram of  planting  trees  around  town.  Since  then,  volunteers 
have  planted  more  than  100  elms,  oaks,  maples,  flowering 
crabapples  and  other  trees.  They've  planted  trees  at  Town 
Park,  Sheffield  Green,  Bushnell  Sage  Library,  Mount  Everett 
and  Undermountain  School,  the  American  Legion  Hall,  the 

Continued  on  page  18 
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Continued  from  page  17 


Grange  and  the  Police  Station.  They  also  planted  trees  on 
dozens  of  private  properties  to  restore  a  charming  canopy  to 
the  town's  roads,  including  two  "Valley  Forge"  disease-resis- 
tant American  elms  on  Root  Lane. 

Volunteer  planters  have  included  arborists  and  landscap- 
ers,  scouts  from  Troop  28  and  members  of  the  community. 
To  pay  for  the  trees,  provided  by  local  nurseries,  the  group 
has  received  two  small  grants  from  the  ReLeaf  Fund  of  Mas- 
sachusetts' Department  of  Conservation  and  Recreation  and 
generous  support  from  the  community,  often  in  the  form  of 
trees  to  be  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  residents  who  have 
passed  on.  These  trees  will  be  watched  over,  visited  and 
cared  for  so  that  future  generations  may  share  a  legacy  of 
late  friends  and  loved  ones. 

In  coming  years,  the  Tree  Project  hopes  to  win  "Tree 
City  USA"  status  for  Sheffield  by  meeting  National  Arbor 
Day  Foundation  criteria.  Planting  will  continue,  including 
this  Arbor  Day,  April  28,  where  the  planting  will  take  place 
on  the  Green  in  Ashley  Falls.  All  are  welcome  to  join  in. 

Funding  remains  a  challenge.  You  can  support  the 
Sheffield  Tree  Project  by  volunteering  or  making  a  dona- 
tion, which  is  tax- deductible  through  the  Berkshire  Taconic 
Community  Foundation.  (Donations  can  be  mailed  to  The 
Sheffield  Tree  Project,  P.O.  Box  72,  Sheffield,  MA  01257.) 
For  more  information,  contact  Tom  Ingersoll,  Chairperson 
of  the  Sheffield  Tree  Project  at  822-1602  or  check  its  web 
site  at  www.sheffieldtreeproject.org. 


ATERING 

All  Size  Parties 


Specialized  Sandwiches, 
oups,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

Lottery  *  Beer  *  Wine  *  Groceries 

139  South  Main  St.,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 


REAL  ESTATE  TRANSFERS 

December 

I      Ivor  Madsen  to  Gregory  A.  and  Kathleen  M.  Polanski, 
property  at  Polikoff  Rd,  $  I . 

1  Sheffield  Post  Home  to  The  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Sheffield,  property  at  Cook  Rd,  gift. 

4     Todd  M.  Driscoll,  Inc.,  to  Sonya  Mackintosh-Kahn, 
trustee,  property  at  South  Main  St.,  $20,000. 

1 8  Jennie  L  Patchen  to  Gary  M.  and  Ann  L  Catlin,  property 
at  Sycamore  Ter.,  $4,000. 

20  Glenn  D.  and  Sheryl  J.  Barnum  to  Robert  G. Jr.  and  Teena 
M.Troy,  property  at  1 8 1  Bunce  Rd.,  $3 1 5,000. 

22   Rebecca  S.  and  Leaonid  G.  Kronfeld,  trustees,  to  David 
and  Kimberly  Gillette  Arnold,  property  at  1 624  County 
Rd,  $290,000. 

29  Salisbury  Road,  LLC,  to  Dennis  Desaulniers  and  Alicia- 
Ana  Del-Molino,  property  at  425  Salisbury  Rd,  $  1 60,000. 

January 

2  Limey  of  Sheffield,  LLC,  to  Michael  C.  and  Cynthia  M. 
Dutton,  property  at  650  North  Main  St,  $475,000. 

1 2   Monte  P.  Greges  to  Charles  R.  Pierce  and  John  E.  Farrell, 
property  at  County  Rd,  $  1 65,000. 

1 9  Mark  E.  and  Laura  K.  Montemagni  dba  Baldwin  Hill 
Realty  to  Daniel  X.  and  Shana  K.  Sullivan,  property  at 
1 055  Ashley  Falls  Rd,  $202,000. 

3 1  Susan  S.Telensky  to  Janet  G.  Stanton  and  Gail  F.August, 
property  at  Shunpike  Rd,  $60,000. 

3 1  Robert  F.  and  Christine  A.  Spiewak  to  Colin  H.  and  Jen- 
nifer G.  Smith,  property  at  27  Glennana  Way,  $4 1 0,000. 
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Calendar  Page 


March 

1 1     Daylight  Savings  Time  begins 

1 6  "Oklahoma!",  7:30pm,  Consolati  Performing  Arts  Center, 
p.  5 

1 7  St.  Patrick's  Day 

1 7  "Oklahoma!",  7:30pm,  Consolati  Performing  Arts  Center, 

1 8  "Oklahoma!",  2pm,  Consolati  Performing  Arts  Center, 
p.  5 

21     Spring  begins 

24    Bunco  Night,  Sheffield  Kiwanis,  6pm,  Limey's  Restaurant, 

p.  16 
24    Rabie's  Clinic,  l-3pm,Town  Hall  Parking  Lot,  p.  14 

April 

1  Palm  Sunday 

2  Passover  begins 

6  Good  Friday 

7  Vernal  Pool  Certification,  1 0am- 1 2:30pm,  Bartholomew's 
Cobble,  p.  1 7 

8  Easter 

1 3  Sheffield  Now  and  Then,  Sheffield  Historical  Society, 
7:30pm,  Dewey  Hall,  p.  1 7 

14  Life  in  a  Vernal  Pool,  Bartholomew's  Cobble,  p.  1 7 
1 7    Voter  Registration  Deadline,  p.  I 

21     Life  in  a  Vernal  Pool,  Bartholomew's  Cobble,  p.  1 7 

2 1  Little  League  Pre-Season  Tournament,  French  Park,  p.  1 6 

22  Bird  Walk,  8- 1 0am,  Bartholomew's  Cobble,  p.  1 7 

28  Volunteer  Work  Day,  9am- 1  pm,  Bartholomew's  Cobble, 
p.  17 

29  Bird  Walk,  8- 1 0am,  Bartholomew's  Cobble,  p.  1 7 


Little  League  Sign-Up  Dates 

Registration  and  tryouts  for  Little  League,  Minor  League 
andT-Ball  will  be  at  the  Mt.  Everett  High  School  Gym. 
Early  Registration  is  March  7  from  6-8pm. 
Try-outs  are  March  2 1  at  6pm  and  March  24  at  1 0am. 
For  details  contact  Little  League  president  Jim  Kern,  229- 
8207  or  Minor  League  president  Dan  Lanou,  644-6474. 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

Meetings  or  events  that  occur  on  a  less  than  weekly  basis  are  noted 
by  number-  i.e.  "1st,  "3rd"  indicates  meetings  the  first  and  third  times 
that  day  occurs  in  the  month.   *  indicates  appointment  needed. 

Mondays: 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-1 0:30am 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Meals  on  Wheels,  Mon-Fri,  except  holidays 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  1st 
Tuesdays: 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  8am  -  Noon 

Senior  Center  "Lawn  Chair  Movie,"  11:30am 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

National  Alliance  for  the  Mentally  III  Support  Group,  Fairview  Hos- 
pital Library,  6:30pm,  4th 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Kiwanis  Club,  Limey's  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Wednesdays: 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  1pm 
Thursdays: 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Parent-Child  Playgroup,  Greenwoods  Community  Church, 

9:30-11:30am 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  5-7pm 

*Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-12pm,  2nd 

*Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 
Fridays: 

Farmer's  Market,  Old  Parish  Parking  Lot,  3:30-6:30pm 
Saturdays: 

Contra  Dancing,  Sheffield  Grange,  Rte  7,  8:30pm,  4th 
Sundays: 

Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd 


PLEASE  SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES! 

/  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times!  Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of 


the  Sheffield  Association,  PO  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  the  Sheffield  Times  sent) 
□  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous 
D  /  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 


_,  made  payable  to 


LJ  Id  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  Everyone  who  makes  a 
donation  will  receive  a  copy  by  mail,  so  please  note  on  this  form  if  you  do  not  want  it  sent  to  you  and  we  won't  add  to  your  recycling  pile! 
Donations  are  tax-deductible  through  a  partnership  with  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation. 
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THANKYOU 

The  Sheffield  Times  relies  on  generous  contributions  from  the  community  in  addition 
to  advertising  to  keep  this  free  newsletter  going.  Donations  are  tax-deductible.  See  the 

coupon  on  page  1 9. 

The  Sheffield  Times  extends  its  thanks  to  the  following  recent  supporters: 


Pam  Bloodworth 

Grace  W.  Brown 

Domaney's  Liquors  &  Fine  Food 

Joyce  Freundlick  &  Norman  Schnayer 

Michael  Giulian 

Wray  Gunn  &  Cora  Portnoff 

Julie  &  Steve  Hannum 

Christine  &  Joseph  Kelley 

Athena  &  Richard  Kimball 

Phoebe  &  Richard  McBee 

Binney  Meigs  and  Katie  Woodhouse 

Fran  Mercurio 


Robert  D.  Mercurio 

Elisabeth  O'Connor 

Tom  Orlando 

Betty  &  Wes  Petersen 

Jeffrey  W.  Rubin  &  Leslie  A.  Naughton 

Sebastians 

Andrea  Scott  &  Rob  Jenter 

Tony  Sheldon  &  Julie  Berriault 

E.  Bonnie  Silvers 

Sabina  M.  Ullrich 

JeffWaingrow 

Dr.  &  Mrs. WillardT. Weeks 

Phyllis  &  Joel  Weiss 


TOWN  PHONE  NUMBERS 

Administrator 

229-7000 

Police  Dept 

Assessors 

229-7001 

non-emergency 

229-8522 

Building  Inspector 

229-7006 

School  District 

229-8778 

Fire  Dept. 

Senior  Center 

229-7022 

burning  permits 

229-7034 

Tax  Collector 

229-7008 

non-emergency 

229-7033 

Town  Clerk 

229-8752 

Library 

229-7004 

Treasurer 

229-7007 

Sheffield 
TIMES 

Community  Newsletter  for 

Sheffield  &  Ashley  Falls,  MA 

P.O.  Box  1339 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 
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